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Preamble 

Throughout Europe’s modern history, political violence has served both as a symptom and a 
tool of extremism. From totalitarian regimes to modern ideological movements, the use of 
fear, intimidation, and physical coercion has been employed to silence opponents, suppress 
pluralism, and undermine the democratic order. The 20th century’s totalitarian experiments 
of communism, fascism, socialism, and Nazism, left indelible scars on Europe’s conscience, 
revealing the catastrophic consequences of radical ideologies that deny individual liberty and 
human dignity.1 

Recognizing the enduring relevance of this dark history, the European Parliament adopted the 
Resolution on European Conscience and Totalitarianism (2 April 2009), which calls for 
remembrance, education, and justice to prevent the resurgence of such ideologies.2 Despite 
this, implementation remains inconsistent. Some EU member states, including Slovenia, have 
yet to fully integrate its principles, allowing legacies of communist oppression, such as 
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thousands of unmarked graves and official commemorations of regime holidays, to persist.3 
This hesitancy has coincided with an alarming resurgence of political violence, particularly 
driven by left-wing extremism, which threatens democratic stability across the continent. 
Likewise, Islamist extremism remains an enduring threat to European societies, continuing 
to target civilians, law enforcement, and faith communities, and reminding Europe of the 
necessity for vigilance, prevention, and strong international partnerships. 

Recent years have seen a marked increase in left-wing extremist activities, with groups 
employing violence to challenge established order. In Germany, left-wing autonomists and 
anarchists, comprising over 25% of the extremist scene, have escalated attacks on police, 
politicians, and infrastructure. The 2024 EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report documents 
22 such incidents, including sabotage causing millions in damage.4,5 Notable events include 
the January 2025 Hamburg riots during a climate protest, where masked activists clashed with 
authorities, increasing numbers of religious violence against Christian and Jewish groups and 
places of worship.6, 7 

These acts, often justified under the guise of "anti-fascism" or anti-capitalism, echo the 
declaration's concern about extremist ideologies undermining democratic norms. Globally, 
attacks on and assassinations of conservative politicians, thinkers and activists, such as Charlie 
Kirk, Miguel Uribe and Donald Trump among others, underscore the international dimension 
of this threat.8 

The Youth of the European People's Party affirms that such violence, exploiting polarization 
and economic discontent, must be decisively countered to protect Europe's democratic 
future. 

Recognizing that: 

● Totalitarian regimes caused immense suffering through mass killings and oppression, 
as detailed in The Black Book of Communism (1999), demanding vigilance against their 
ideological remnants.1 

● Political violence has intensified, with left-wing attacks on infrastructure and protests 
causing extensive damage, notably in Germany where over 60% of politicians report 
experiencing violence at least once.4, 9 

● Assassination attempts on conservative figures, such as the stabbing of a German 
mayor in October 2025 and the 2023 shooting of dr. Alejo Vidal-Quadras, reflect 
threats exacerbated by extremist polarization.10 

● That in many EU countries, such as Slovenia, left-wing political violence, including 
assaults, incarcerations and persecutions, has remained unchallenged, particularly in 
pre-electoral periods, mirroring a concerning lack of respect for the Rule of Law.17 

● In Georgia, 2024 election rigging sparked armed violence against protesters, with left-
wing anarchist influences noted amid Russian subversion.12 

● Extremist networks like Antifa promote violence under "anti-fascism," with the 2025 
U.S. designation highlighting global concerns.8 
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● In Italy, France and in the UK during the 2025 proPal protests, proPal associations 
threatened several journalists and politicians, while showing Nazi signs.  

● Vulnerable groups, like Christians (380 million persecuted globally in 2024), face risks 
in polarized environments fueled by extremist actions.13 

● Condemning left-wing political violence does not in any way diminish the threat posed 
by right-wing extremism and the political violence they cause, which must also be 
firmly rejected. But while right-wing extremism is strongly underlined and pointed out 
by the media (which is absolutely correct), left-wing extremism is often left unsaid.18 

● Already in 2008, The Youth of the European People’s Party recognized and responded 
to the rise of political violence, and that in 17 years, the prevalence and rate of 
occurrence of such violence has only increased.11 

Acknowledging: 

● EU mechanisms like Europol enhancements offer a base, but uneven enforcement 
allows left-wing extremists to thrive.5 

● Digital platforms enable radicalization, justifying attacks on political targets, mirroring 
U.S. cases like Kirk's assassination.8 

● Economic pressures, worsened by Russia's war, drive unrest per 2025 projections, 
amplifying left-wing extremist recruitment.14 

● Democratic erosion in Georgia, with over 50 political prisoners, threatens Europe's 
security amid extremist violence.12 

The Youth of the European People's Party 

Calls upon EU institutions to: 

● Enforce the 2009 Resolution uniformly, with education, memorials, and bans on 
extremist symbols.2 

● Expand Europol to designate violent left-wing networks as threats, sharing intelligence 
on plots like recent German incidents.5 

● Enhance security for politicians and society, with response measures for protests and 
de-radicalization funding.4 

● Provide humanitarian aid to victims, including medical support for clashes, and back 
unity governments. 

● Support young people, particularly young politicians, which face political violence and 
its consequences through dedicated support services. 

● Launch an anti-violence campaign on Human Rights Day (10 December), condemning 
extremism, with left-wing extremism included, like EPP on terrorism.15 

● The European External Action Service (EEAS) to include political-violence monitoring 
in its annual human-rights dialogues and to support protection mechanisms for 
reform-oriented politicians and journalists abroad. 
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● Europol, Frontex, and Eurojust to intensify joint investigations into transnational 
extremist networks financing or inciting political violence, including cooperation with 
Balkan and Eastern Partnership entities. 

● YEPP and EPP member organisations to organise annual training workshops for youth 
activists and campaign teams on conflict de-escalation, digital hygiene, and respectful 
campaigning. 

● EU Member States to introduce or strengthen criminal provisions specifically 
targeting politically motivated violence, ensuring that attacks on elected officials, 
candidates, and campaign volunteers are recognised as aggravated offences with 
higher penalties. 

● The European Commission to propose an EU Directive on the Protection of Public 
Officials and Political Participants, modelled after the Directive on combating 
violence against women and hate crimes, ensuring consistent minimum standards of 
prevention, investigation, and prosecution across Member States. 

● Local and regional authorities to receive EU co-financing for security infrastructure at 
constituency offices, such as alarm systems, secure communication devices, and 
controlled-access facilities, through the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) 
programme. 
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