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RECOGNIZING 

• The unprecedented, coordinated surge in unidentified Unmanned Aerial System (UAS), 

or drones, across the European continent, which constitutes a profound hybrid security 

threat to civilian and critical military infrastructure, demanding an immediate, unified 

strategic response. 

• The alarming scale of recent activity in Belgium, which recorded over 200 reported 

sightings in the week of November 3, 2025, including systematic incursions over the 

highly sensitive Kleine Brogel Air Base where US military nuclear assets are widely 

believed to be stored, alongside flights over critical military materiel and major civilian 

air traffic hubs. 

• The reality that this challenge is a pan European systemic vulnerability, with countries 

such as Ukraine, Germany, Poland, Romania Sweden, Denmark, and Finland similarly 

experiencing a heightened frequency of suspicious, non-cooperative drone overflights 

near sensitive military and critical national installations. 

ACKNOWLEDGING 

• The essential step taken by the European Commission in proposing the European Drone 

Defence Initiative (the 'drone wall') as a flagship project within the Defence Readiness 

Roadmap 2030, aimed at creating a multilayered, technologically advanced anti drone 

network across the continent by 2027. 

• The commitment made by NATO Allies at the 2025 Hague Summit to the new long term 

defence spending target of 5% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 2035, significantly 

elevating the prior benchmark, for which JONGCD&V had already advocated a 3% GDP 

spending on defence in 2024. 



 

 
• The increased responsibility incumbent upon European Union Member States to meet 

and exceed this 5% target, especially given NATO has no formal sanctions mechanism 

besides "name and shame" to enforce defence spending compliance across NATO 

membership. 

• The severe economic impact that coordinated drone incursions can have on the 
Member States concerned, notably through the temporary shutdown of airports, 
logistics hubs, and energy facilities, leading to mass flight cancellations, disrupted 
supply chains, and significant financial losses across transport and trade sectors. 

 
YEPP CALLS UPON 

1. European Union Member States and Institutions to urgently implement the necessary 

legislative and operational tools to enable the immediate, safe, and proportional 

Counter Unmanned Aerial System (C-UAS) response by designated national authorities 

against unidentified or hostile aerial platforms, without awaiting the full 

operationalisation of the broader European Drone Defence Initiative. 

2. European Union Member States to expedite the acquisition of advanced, interoperable 

Counter Unmanned Aerial System capabilities that encompass a full spectrum of 

detection and neutralisation techniques, funded by dedicated budget allocations in line 

with the new 5% NATO spending target. 

3. The European Commission and Council to introduce and enforce a comprehensive, 

mandatory European registration system for every existing drone and Unmanned Aerial 

System, and to explore how this can be effectively incorporated into the existing 

Defence Readiness Roadmap 2030 to enhance platform traceability and accountability 

as a necessary complementary regulatory layer. 

4. NATO to establish robust protocols for the immediate and systematic sharing of Counter 

Unmanned Aerial System expertise, intelligence, and technical specifications with all 

Member States to ensure a unified and technologically adaptive collective defence 

posture. 

5. NATO to extend a cooperative hand to non allied partners, particularly to Ukraine, and 

actively integrate and share the battle tested good practices and real world operational 

insights concerning drone and C-UAS warfare that have been gained out of necessity by 

Ukrainian forces. 


