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Recognizing that

e that Europe faces a long-term demographic challenge, with fertility rates in all EU
Member States below the replacement level of 2.1 children per woman; (1)

e that Slovenia exemplifies this problem, with a desired fertility rate of 2.3 children per
woman, but a real fertility rate between 1.5 and 1.6; (2)

e that the main reasons for this gap are housing problems (high housing costs), insufficient
and expensive kindergartens, rising infertility, persistent overexposure to stressors in
modern lifestyle and unstable employment conditions;

e that international experience shows direct financial incentives for births have failed to
sustainably increase fertility, as seen in South Korea, Japan, Hungary, and Germany;

3)

e that desired family size in Europe remains relatively high, and the demographic
challenge stems not from lack of will to have children, but from structural barriers that
make family formation difficult;

e that Christian-Democratic values place the family, intergenerational solidarity, and
human dignity at the heart of society, and call for proactive policies to secure Europe's
future;

e that demographic change is not only about fertility rates but also about how societies
adapt to ageing populations and smaller workforces.

Acknowledging that

e that access to affordable fertility treatments and awareness raising projects is
increasingly crucial, as infertility rates rise; (4)



that the affordability and accessibility of kindergartens are key determinants for family
formation, yet many families in Europe pay €500-600 per month per child,

that stable housing for young couples strongly correlates with increased fertility, while
insecurity in housing prevents family formation;

that rising levels of stress across the population have a strongly negative effect on all
social classes, but that can be avoided with optimizational processes in vertical and
horizontal politics;

that ageing populations will inevitably increase pressure on healthcare, pensions, and
intergenerational balance;

that demographic decline, if addressed wisely, does not have to mean decline in
prosperity, but can be managed through innovation, productivity, and digitalization;

that, as highlighted by Jennifer Skuba, societies with fewer people can thrive if they
invest in human capital, adapt to technological change, and design policies for quality
over quantity.

YEPP calls on

Member States to prioritise young families in housing policy by:

- providing subsidised loans for first-time buyers,
- expanding rent-to-own programmes,
- and increasing the supply of affordable family housing projects.

The EU and Member States to make fertility treatments and awareness raising projects
more accessible and free of charge, while investing in research on infertility prevention,
women's health, and reproductive medicine.

National governments to implement comprehensive family-friendly policies that can
contain:

- increase of parental leave that is accessible and paid to both parents,
- flexible working and studying arrangements for young parents,
- and reduced income tax or social contributions for families with children.

The EU and Member States to create conditions that enable intergenerational fairness
by:

- ensuring flexible and age-appropriate employment opportunities (for instance
enabling those who are able and willing to remain in the workforce to transition
to less demanding roles),

- promoting preventive healthcare to reduce long-term costs,

- ensuring responsible and sustainable public finances,

- pursuing the gradual reduction of public debt,

- and strengthening investment in (lifelong) education, training, and skills
development to enhance long-term growth and social cohesion.



The EU to expand and make a user-friendly European "Demography Dashboard" that
collects comparable data on fertility, infertility, all sorts of migration, ageing, and
regional disparities, guiding evidence-based policymaking. (5)

National governments and institutions to support balanced regional development,
particularly in rural areas, for example by investing in digital infrastructure, local
services, and incentives for businesses to create jobs outside major cities. (6)

The EU and Member States to embrace demographic adaptation strategies for
example by:

- investing in digitalization and automation, for example regulated, controlled and
careful use of Al to find a way to raise productivity with smaller workforces,

- promoting lifelong learning and reskilling,

- and supporting innovation in healthcare through new technologies,

- establishing a program for preserving and enhancing fertility.
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