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Recognising that: 

• Stronger transport infrastructure in general, and railways in particular, are 

essential to greater European cohesion and thus to an ever closer Union; 

• Improving the EU’s transport links to candidate countries, especially those where 

the influence of third-party countries like Russia is strongest, would strengthen 

Europe’s standing and help counteract this influence1. 

• By the same token, increased rail connections between the centre of the Union 

and its more peripheral Member-States are a fundamental step not only towards a 

more successful energy transition but also to drive development across the Union, 

ensure cohesion, and combat public Euroscepticism2. 

• Lack of supply in the more peripheral regions of the EU ensures railway prices 

are higher compared to more central areas3. 

Acknowledging that: 

• Better railway connections between the EU and Ukraine and Moldova are 

necessary and have been recognised as such by Commissioner-designate for 

Transport, Apostolos Tzitzikostas4. 

• Romania lacks high-speed railways and needs improved connections to the rest of 

the Union5. 
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• Greece lacks high-speech railways, while both Greece and Bulgaria lack high-

speed connections to the rest of the Union and have insufficient railway links 

between the two6. 

• Portugal is in the process of projecting and building the first high-speed rail link 

between Lisbon and Madrid, but its extension to the rest of the continent is still to 

be done. 

• Different track gauges in many Member States and candidate countries pose an 

impediment to improved rail connectivity. 

• European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s political guidelines as 

candidate earlier this year included passing a “Single Digital Booking and 

Ticketing” Regulation, enabling Europeans to buy cross-country rail tickets in a 

single platform. Commissioner-designate Tzitzikostas has announced he will be 

putting forward this resolution by 20257. 

• YEPP has long been attentive to Europe’s railways, having, in particular, called 

for the greater geographical coverage of its network, the better interoperability of 

its timetables and booking platforms, and its increased affordability.8  

YEPP calls on: 

• The European Commission to pay particular attention to the cohesion aspect of 

transport and railway policy and to prioritise the high-speed connection of more 

peripheral Member States to more centrally located ones. 

• The European Commission to strengthen connections, especially high-speed rail, 

with candidate countries like Ukraine and Moldova, and to quicken the pace of 

ongoing network extensions to these countries. 

• The European Commission to consider additional investment in track gauge 

standardisation operations. 

• The European Commission to prioritise the putting forward of the “Single Digital 

Booking and Ticketing Regulation”. 
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