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Recognising that:

e The economic situation in Venezuela has been deteriorating for decades
as a result of gross economic mismanagement, massive productivity
decline, unemployment, closure of businesses, corruption, widespread
expropriations, and near-total dependence on oil exports, leading to
hyperinflation and triggering rising opposition to President Nicolas
Maduro’.

e President Maduro has responded to increasing contestation by doubling
down on Venezuela’s autocratisation and on political repression,
culminating in the 2018 presidential elections, widely condemned as
illegitimate given record-low turnout and the ban on opposition leaders
competing in the elections?.

e This political trajectory has been accompanied by a humanitarian crisis,
with food shortages, a crumbling healthcare system, credible reports of
hundreds of extra-judicial killings, and over 7.7 million refugees across the
world, many of whom left Venezuela on foot3.

e The Barbados Agreement signed on October 171, 2023, between the
government and the opposition parties under the United Platform banner
entailed —in theory— an electoral reform that enabled free and fair
elections, including equal access to the media, the release of political
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prisoners, the free selection of presidential candidates, and the presence
of international observers®.

e Nevertheless, this Agreement was not implemented by the Maduro
regime. The regime created multiple bureaucratic obstacles for the
opposition, including the ban of Maria Corina Machado, the winner of the
opposition primary, from running for President. The proxy violent groups
controlled by the government threatened and intimidated opposition
supporters all over the country. Due to the impossibility of Maria Corina
Machado running for President, Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia was elected
as the new opposition candidate>.

¢ In addition, the electoral process was carried out without transparency and
in the absence of international observers. Only allies of the Maduro regime
were allowed to enter Venezuela as international observers. Invitations for
the EU or its Member States to send election observers were revoked,
even though the EU temporarily lifted sanctions on four officials, including
the chairman of the National Electoral Council (CNE). In particular, a
delegation of EPP Members of the European Parliament, as well as of
Spanish Senators and Members of Parliament, were detained at the
airport and sent back to Madrid on the same day.

Acknowledging that:

e While the results announced by the regime-controlled CNE claim Maduro
won, independent election observers have insisted these results are
fraudulent and that the election took place amidst restricted political and
press freedoms6. Among other things, opposition observers were not
allowed to monitor the fair and democratic counting of the votes.

e Despite calls from the international community, the CNE has failed to make
local election results at the polling station level available. By contrast, the
opposition has collected and published the printed voting tallies of over
25,000 election machines, or over 80% of the machines used in the vote,
which show Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia won the elections with 67% of the
vote7, in spite of the hostile political environment created by the regime.

e The Maduro regime has employed “unprecedented” levels of repression
against peaceful demonstrators following its sham election, according to a
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UN fact-finding mission. Over 2,000 people were detained, including over
a hundred children, in the first week of protests, and many of them were
subject to torture and sexual abuse8.

e Opposition politicians have lived in an atmosphere of violence, with the
arrest of 143 opposition party members and leaders. The ransacking and
vandalising of the headquarters of Maria Corina Machado’s movement by
masked assailants who broke down doors and stole equipment and
documents is especially concerning9.

e Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia has, after a period at the Spanish
ambassador’s residence in Caracas where he was subject to threats to
him and his family, been granted political asylum in Spain. Maria Corina
Machado remains in hiding in Venezuela, while security forces have
besieged the embassy of Argentina, which shelters six opposition
figures10.

YEPP calls on:

e The EU and its Member States to follow the international election
observation missions in denouncing the lack of integrity of the 2024
Venezuelan presidential election and the fraudulent nature of the results
announced by the CNE.

e The EU and its Member States to do their utmost to ensure the will of the
Venezuelan people is respected, including the full and detailed publication
of voting records by the government and the inauguration of the legitimate
and democratically elected President of Venezuela.

e The EU and its Member States to, in accordance with the copies of the
electoral records publicly available at present, recognise Edmundo
Gonzalez Urrutia as the legitimate and democratically elected President of
Venezuela.

e The EU and its Member States to support human rights and pro-
democracy activists in Venezuela, to do their utmost to ensure the integrity
and security of opposition politicians who remain in Venezuela, to help

8 (2024) Report of the independent international fact-finding mission on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
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address the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the country, and to increase
access to asylum for Venezuelans under political prosecution.

The EU and its Member States to support the International Criminal
Court’s investigations into the Venezuelan regime’s extensive crimes, acts
of repression, and alleged crimes against humanity and, in particular, to
request the arrest of high-level figures of the Venezuelan regime, including
President Maduro.

The EU to reintroduce the sanctions lifted in May 2024 against the
members of CNE and to examine the appropriateness of additional
sanctions.
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