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/ Introduction

02
2007	was	a	transitional	year	
for	the	European	Union.	During	
this	year	the	Union	faced	
several	difficulties	and	went	
through	a	period	of	skepti-
cism.	As	a	young	person	I	
felt	frequently	the	threat	of	
insecurity.	A	substantial	ques-
tion	was	raised	that	preoc-
cupied	the	young	generation	of	
Europeans:	Does	the	European	
Union	represent	what	we	have	
learned	in	our	academic	books	
all	these	years?	

Our	generation	was	brought	up	with	the	knowledge	that	
the	European	Union	has	been	in	progress	for	50	years	
now.	We	believed	that	the	unique	structure	that	we	call	
the	European	Union	is	the	best	example	of	cooperation	
and	compromise	for	our	common	future.	But	suddenly	
clouds	came	to	shadow	this	dream.	The	rejection	of	the	
Constitutional	Treaty	was	a	big	blow	to	the	stability	of	
the	Union.	The	European	citizens	felt	that	they	could	not	
trust	anymore	the	European	Union	as	a	guide	for	the	
forthcoming	years.	

At	that	time	the	European	Union	needed	the	leadership	
which	would	drag	us	out	of	the	crisis	and	give	hope	for	
the	future.	The	leaders	of	Europe,	especially	those	of	
EPP	-	decided	to	make	an	additional	effort	to	reach	a	
new	agreement.	It	was	not	easy	but	the	belief	in	this	
structure	provided	the	motivation	for	compromise	
again.	This	compromise	is	called	the	Lisbon	Treaty.	As	
the	President	of	YEPP,	I	can	promise	that	our	organiza-
tion	is	going	to	be	in	the	front	line	in	this	fight.	YEPP	is	a	
pro-European	organization.	In	its	10	year	history	YEPP	
is	always	present	fighting	for	the	future	of	Europe	-	our	
common	future.

YEPP	in	2007	made	important	decisions	regarding	the	
future.	At	the	beginning	of	the	year	we	tried	to	prepare	
for	reforms.	We	undertook	a	financial	reform	in	order	
to	give	YEPP	the	opportunity	to	solve	financial	problems	
that	existed	or	could	appear	in	the	future.	At	the	same	
time	we	needed	to	decide	on	the	main	topics	that	con-
cern	our	generation	and	form	a	political	agenda	for	the	
term	2007-2009	which	will	drive	us	to	the	next	European	
elections.	In	May	both	of	these	projects	were	voted	in	
our	6th	Congress	in	Stockholm.	In	this	Congress	we	
voted	on	the	base	of	financial	stability	for	YEPP	and	my	
board	was	provided	with	its	core	political	program	for	
the	future.	

This	Congress	was	the	beginning	of	a	period	of	serious	
political	work	for	our	organization.	YEPP	is	the	biggest	
youth	political	European	organization	and	must	influ-
ence	the	decision	makers.	Our	voice	must	be	heard	loud	
enough	in	every	room	in	Europe	where	decisions	are	
being	made.	That	is	our	target	and	under	these	condi-
tions	we	are	working.	We	believe	in	the	European	Union	
and	we	will	use	all	our	efforts	to	further	progress.	We	
need	to	convince	the	leaders	that	they	must	provide	our	
generation	with	a	stronger	Europe,	a	real	political	Union.	

From	the	beginning	of	this	mandate,	we	engaged	in	a	
discussion	on	the	climate	change	where	we	presented	
our	own	proposals	in	Croatia	in	September,	we	had	a	
constructive	debate	on	demographical	challenge	in	
Slovenia	in	December	and	we	are	continuing	with	our	
efforts.	We	will	be	ready	at	the	end	of	2008	to	present	
our	proposals	on	the	most	important	issue	for	young	
Europeans	and	-	we	want	YEPP	to	have	an	active	role	at	
the	campaign	for	the	next	European	elections.

YEPP	is	an	organization	with	the	most	active	and	experi-
enced	young	politicians.	Our	aim	is	for	this	group	of	very	
different	people	-	who	come	from	all	over	Europe-	to	
combine	their	political	thoughts	in	such	a	way	that	will	
provide	YEPP	with	ideas	that	will	recommend	new	pro-
posals	to	the	European	Union.	YEPP	must	be	the	vehicle	
that	will	drive	our	dreams	into	reality.	YEPP	is	a	unique	
chance	for	young	people	to	put	a	small	piece	to	the	puz-
zle	of	the	European	Union.	It	is	our	decision	how	we	are	
going	to	use	it!			
					
This	Yearbook	is	a	summary	of	what	YEPP	achieved	in	
2007.	By	just	having	a	look	you	can	understand	what	
YEPP	is	about.	We	want	to	communicate	to	the	read-
ers	the	spirit	of	our	organization.	Nevertheless	a	book	
cannot	replace	the	reality	thus,	I	invite	you	to	come	
and	enjoy	the	unique	experience	of	YEPP	meetings.	At	
last,	I	would	like	to	thank	all	the	young	activists	who	
follow	YEPP,	all	the	people	who	have	contributed	to	
this	Yearbook	and	also	the	Constantinos	Karamanlis	
Institute	for	Democracy	for	sponsoring	our	Yearbook	for	
2007.	

YEPP	President	

Ioannis	K.	Smyrlis

/ Preface
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Vice-President: Carlo	De	Romanis	
was	born	in	Rome	in	1980.	He	
studied	in	Rome,	Connecticut	
and	Madrid.	He	is	a	graduate	of	
international	political	science	from	
the	University	of	Roma	3,	with	a	
thesis	on	the	European	People’s	
Party.	In	2002	he	moved	to	Brussels	
for	an	internship	at	the	EPP-ED	

Group,	following	the	European	Convention	on	the	Future	
of	Europe.	Since	2004	he	has	worked	as	parliamentary	
assistant	to	MEP	Antonio	Tajani,	EPP	Vice-President.	In	
2005	he	was	elected	Counselor	of	the	Roma	2	District	
on	behalf	of	Forza	Italia.	Since	2002	he	has	been	the	
International	Secretary	of	F.I.G.-Lazio	and	since	2006	Vice-
chairman	of	F.I.G.	International	Board	as	well	as	Member	
of	the	F.I.G.	National	Board.	

Vice-President: Paula	Gómez	
De	La	Bárcena	-	(28)	was	born	in	
Madrid,	studied	in	other	countries	
around	the	World	(Sénégal,	
Paraguay,	Switzerland).	She	is	
Secretary	of	International	Affairs	
of	Nuevas	Generaciones	(Youth	of	
Partido	Popular)	and	Vice-President	
of	the	Youth	European	People´s	

Party	(YEPP).	She	studied	law	and	she	worked	in	a	public	
enterprise	in	Madrid	from	2005	to	2007.	Currently,	she	
works	in	the	City	Council	of	Madrid	as	a	Political	Advisor.

Vice-President: Darija	Jurica	
(MHDZ,	Croatia)	was	born	in	
Dubrovnik,	Croatia,	in	1981.	She	
studied	Economics	at	the	University	
of	Zagreb.	Currently,	she	is	working	
as	the	Head	of	Department	in	
the	Ministry	of	Finance	of	the	
Republic	of	Croatia	and	is	also	a	
member	of	two	working	groups	

for	the	preparation	of	Croatian	negotiations	with	the	EU	
on	two	individual	chapters.	Darija	holds	the	position	of	
International	Secretary	and	is	a	member	of	the	Presidency	
of	the	Youth	of	the	Croatian	Democratic	Union	(MHDZ).	
She	was	the	financial	auditor	of	YEPP	before	being	elected	
as	a	Vice-President.

Vice-President: James	Lawless	(23)	
is	a	native	of	North	County	Dublin	
and	has	been	involved	in	Young	Fine	
Gael	(YFG)	since	he	was	15.	He	has	
served	as	chairman	and	secretary	of	
numerous	local	associations	of	YFG	
and	in	2004	was	a	member	of	the	YFG	
National	Executive,	with	responsibility	
for	European	elections.	He	is	

currently	Vice	Chairman	of	the	Swords	Branch	of	Fine	Gael	in	
Dublin.	In	2003	he	was	awared	the	Joan	Fitgerald	Memorial	
Shield	for	YFG	Member	of	the	Year.	James	has	served	as	YFG	
International	Secretary.	James	has	studied	law	and	political	
science	at	the	University	of	Limerick	and	Tuebingen	(	
Germany)and	currently	a	postgraduate	at	the	School	of	Law,	
University	College	Dublin.	James	previously	worked	as	a	
researcher	at	the	European	Parliament	and	is	a	freelance	
contributor	to	national	and	local	publications	in	Ireland.

Vice-President: Irina	Pruidze	(AME	
Georgia)	was	born	in	Tbilisi,	Georgia	
in	1976.	She	studied	Medicine	at	
Tbilisi	State	Medical	University	and	
Psychology	at	Tbilisi	Institute	of	
Anthropology	and	Political	Science.	
She	is	a	member	of	the	AME	
(Young	Rights	of	Georgia)	since	
2002.	From	2003-06	she	was	AME	

Secretary	General	and	in	December	2006	she	was	elected	
as	President.	In	2004-06	she	worked	as	the	Head	of	Staff	
of	the	New	Rights	Party	Group	in	Tbilisi	City	Council.	
She	is	a	board	member	of	the	National	Council	of	the	
Youth	Organisations	of	Georgia	and	Deputy	International	
Secretary	of	the	New	Rights	Party	of	Georgia.	She	
represents	YEPP	in	the	European	Youthforum.

Vice-President: Laurent	Schouteten	
(Jeunes	Populaires	-	UMP,	France)	
was	born	in	Tourcoing	in	1981	and	
grew	up	in	the	North	of	France.	After	
graduating	in	general	engineering	
(major	in	process)	in	2005,	he	worked	
in	ERP	implementation	in	the	agro-
food	industry	before	beginning	post	
grad	studies	in	entrepreneurship.	

He	now	works	as	international	project	manager	in	the	
business	travel	sector.	Laurent	has	been	in	charge	of	
international	relations	and	debates	in	his	local	section	of	
Jeunes	Populaires	in	the	North	of	France	between	2003	
and	2005.	He	was	appointed	delegate	of	the	National	Board	
of	Jeunes	Populaires	for	international	relations.	He	is	now	
international	secretary	of	Jeunes	Populaires	since	2006.

President:	Ioannis	K.	Smyrlis.-	
(27)	was	born	in	Athens	where	
he	attended	both	school	and	
University.	He	has	a	bachelor	
degree	in	Political	Science	
and	Public	administration	and	
a	Master	degree	in	European	
and	international	studies.	He	
was	President	of	MAKI	(School	

Student	Organization	of	ONNED)	for	3	years	(2001-2004)	
and	Secretary	of	International	Affairs	and	Emigrant	
Helenism	of	ONNED	(Youth	of	Nea	Democratia	Political	
Party)	for	3	years	(2004-2007),	permanent	member	in	
the	Executive	Committee	of	ONNED	and	also	member	of	
the	Executive	board	from	2001.	He	was	Vice	President	of	
the	Youth	European	People´s	Party	(YEPP)	2005-2007.	
He	worked	through	a	stage	program	at	the	National	
Constitution	of	Social	Security	(IKA)	for	3	years	and	
currently	he	works	at	the	Ministry	for	Workers.

Secretary General:	Martin	Humer	
(Junge	ÖVP,	Austria)	grew	up	in	
Linz	an	industrial	town	about	200	
km	west	Vienna.	He	currently	
works	as	counsellor	responsible	
for	home	affairs	for	the	Permanent	
Representation	of	Austria	to	
the	EU.	Before	this	he	served	
as	Secretary	General	of	Junge	

ÖVP	from	2000	until	2005	and	is	still	a	member	of	the	
national	board.	He	was	elected	Secretary	General	in	
2005	and	re-elected	in	2007.
	

Deputy Secretary General: Huibert	
van	Rossum,	born	March	4	1977	
Dirksland	the	Netherlands.	Now	31	
years	old	and	living	with	wife	and	
baby-daughter	in,	the	City	of	Cheese	
and	Syrup-waffles,	Gouda	the	
Netherlands.	In	daily	life	he	earns	a	
living	as	Liaison/policy	assistant	on	
European	Affairs	for	the	Christian	

Democratic	Group	in	de	Dutch	House	of	Representatives.	
Member	of	CDJA	(Christian	Democratic	Youth	Appèl)	since	
2001	and	International	Secretary	within	YEPP	before	he	
was	elected	in	2005	as	Deputy	Secretary	General.	In	2007	
he	was	re-elected	for	a	second	term.

Treasurer: Sigborn	Aanes	(26)	
studied	Public	Relations	at	the	
Norwegian	School	of	Management	
in	Oslo.	He	worked	before	as	
political	adviser	and	nowadays	he	
is	Adviser	to	Aabo	&	Co	AS	(PR	
Agency).	He	is	active	at	different	
levels	in	Unge	Hoyre	and	he	is	
project	manager	for	democracy	

projects	in	Tanzania	and	Uganda.	He	was	elected	as	the	
first	YEPP	Treasurer	in	May	2007.

First Vice-President: Thomas	
Schneider	(JU,	Germany)	born	in	
1976	in	Mittweida	(Saxony),	close	
to	Dresden	(Germany).	He	studied	
Economy	at	the	Technical	University	
of	Chemnitz	and	the	Southampton	
Institute	(UK).	He	works	as	a	
chief	of	cabinet	in	the	German	
Bundestag	and	part-time	lecturer	

in	Politics.	He	is	also	member	of	the	advisory	board	of	
the	World	Security	Network	Foundation.	He	is	chairman	
of	the	international	commission	of	JU	and	member	of	
the	working	group	“European	Affairs”	of	CDU	Saxony.	
Since	2004	he	is	elected	as	a	councillor	of	the	county	of	
Chemnitzer	Land	(Free	State	of	Saxony).	In	the	year	1990	
he	joined	JU	with	founding	regional	organisation	of	JU	
after	the	iron	curtain	felt	down.

Vice-President: Vaidas	Augunas	
(JKD,	Lithuania)	was	born	in	
Kaunas.	Received	bachelor‘s	degree	
Cum	Laude	in	Political	Science	from	
the	University	of	Vytautas	Magnus	
(1999)	and	graduated	as	a	Master	of	
Law	from	the	University	of	Mykolas	
Riomeris	(2006).	Carried	out	
internship	program	in	the	Business	

Management	field	in	the	US	for	2	years.	After	his	return	to	
Lithuania	(starting	from	2003),	he	was	offered	a	position	
in	the	Ministry	of	National	Defence	of	Lithuania	where	he	
deals	with	International	Relations.	Vaidas	was	Chairman	
of	JKD	(Young	Christian	Democrats	of	Lithuania)	for	2	
terms.	

/ Board 2007-2009
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Youth	of	the	European	People’s	Party	(YEPP)
Rue	du	Commerce	10
B	-	1000	Brussels

Tel	:	+32	2	285	41	63
Fax	:	+32	2	285	41	65

yepp@epp-eu.org
www.YEPP-EU.org

YEPP Office

Vice-President: Charlie	Weimers	
(KDU,	Sweden)	was	born	in	
Hammarö,	close	to	Karlstad	
(Sweden)	in	1982.	He	has	studied	
political	science	at	Karlstad	
University.	He	is	First	Vice	
Chairman	of	the	Swedish	Young	
Christian	Democrats	since	2005.	
He	is	currently	the	Acting	Chairman	

of	KDU	and	works	in	Stockholm.	Charlie	is	Fraction	
Chairman	of	the	Christian	Democratic	Group	in	Hammarö	
Municipal	Council	since	the	elections	in	2006,	and	
member	of	the	Regional	Council	in	Värmland.	

Vice-President: Daniel	Fangueiro	
(	27	)	was	born	in	Matosinhos,	
Portugal	He	studys	Management	
Degree	in	Catholic	University	of	
Oporto,	and	he	is	Vice-Mayor	of	the	
city	of	Matosinhos.	He	is	a	former	
Chairman	of	the	National	Board	of	
Juventude	Social	Democrata	(	Youth	
of	Social	Democrats).	Currently	he	

is	President	of	the	Congress	of	JSD	and	Vice	President	of	
the	Youth	of	the	European	People´s	Party	(	YEPP	).

YEPP Executive Officer: Ann-
Pascale	Mommerency	(jong	
CD&V,	Belgium)	(34)	studied	
communication	and	marketing.	
She	was	working	for	2	years	at	the	
Cabinet	of	the	Minister	of	Justice.	
Afterwards	she	was	Parliamentary	
Assistant	to	a	member	of	the	
Federal	Chamber	and	worked	

during	3	years	in	the	European	Commission.	Within	JONG	
cd&v	she	was	3	years	International	Secretary.	Nowadays	
she	is	member	of	the	CD&V	Committee	for	International	
Affairs.	She	is	also	elected	as	Vice-President	of	the	
regional	CD&V.	

YEPP Financial Auditors
Marialaura	Marinozzi	(GDC,	San	Marino)
Andreja	Milivojevic	(ODSS,	Serbia)



Human	dignity
YEPP	 affirms	 the	 inalienable	 dignity	 of	 every	 human	
being.		We	regard	every	man	and	every	woman	as	unique,	
irreplaceable,	and	free	by	nature.		Every	person	has	the	
right	and	the	duty	to	be	fully	reponsible	 for	himself	and	
his	acts.	 	The	protection	of	human	rights	 is	 inseparably	
linked	with	the	protection	of	the	rights	of	ethnic,	cultural,	
and/or	religious	minorities.

Society
Each	 human	 being	 within	 society	 depends	 on	 others.		
Because	they	are	 free,	responsible	and	 interdependent,	
people	must	 take	part	 in	 the	construction	of	a	pluralist	
society.		The	family	has	a	central	role	in	such	a	society.

Values
Our	 thoughts	 and	 political	 actions	 are	 based	 on	 funda-
mental,	 interdependent,	 equally	 important,	 and	 univer-
sally	applicable	values	 :	 freedom,	 responsibility,	 funda-
mental	equality,	justice	and	solidarity.

Democracy
We	consider	that	democracy	is	the	only	political	system	
supporting	 and	 protecting	 the	 integral	 development	 of	
the	individual.		There	is	no	alternative	to	democracy	and	
the	rule	of	law.

Economy	and	social	policy
The	 concept	 of	 market	 economy	 and	 competition	 is	
central	 in	 our	 approach	 to	 the	 economic	 life.	 	 Together	
with	democracy	it	makes	it	possible	to	achieve	freedom	
through	 the	 decentralisation	 of	 power.	 	 The	 economic	
and	social	systems	are	inseparably	linked	to	each	other	
according	to	the	principle	“as	much	market	as	possible,	
as	much	state	as	necessary”.		We	consider	that	it	is	vital	
to	ensure	social	justice	and	solidarity	based	on	partner-
ship	 and	 participation	 at	 all	 levels,	 non-governmental	
and	governmental,	local,	national	and	international.

Environment
Our	 concept	 of	 man	 calls	 for	 management	 of	 the	 earth	
with	respect	for	the	self-regenerating	potential	of	nature.		
Protection	of	the	environment	and	the	concept	of	sustai-
nable	development	are	bound	up	with	that	of	responsible	
growth	 and	 must	 be	 incorporated	 into	 every	 policy,	 at	
every	 level	 of	 power.	 	 Political,	 social	 and	 economic	
action	must	be	geared	to	ensure	that	all	potential	is	safe-
guarded	for	future	generations.

Peace	and	security
We	believe	in	the	need	of	a	common	security	architecture	
for	Europe	to	guarantee	the	peace,	stability	and	freedom	
of	the	continent.

Europe
We	believe	in	the	European	Union,	as	it	stands	for	a	future	
of	 freedom	 and	 security,	 progress,	 prosperity	 and	 soli-
darity.	 	European	Union	membership	must	be	available	
to	all	countries	of	the	European	continent	that	meet	the	
requirements	 of	 democracy,	 human	 rights	 and	 market	
economy.
Hand	 in	 hand	 with	 the	 enlargement	 must	 go	 further	
integration.	 	For	us	there	 is	no	alternative	 	 to	European	
integration.

Subsidiarity
We	 believe	 in	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 states	 which	 enables	
them	 to	 work	 freely	 and	 as	 good	 as	 they	 can	 to	 ensure	
the	 well-being	 and	 development	 of	 their	 people	 and	 to	
defend	and	reinforce	the	 international	 legal	order.	 	This	
also	means,	however,	that	states	must	share	their	sove-
reignty	 in	supranational	and	 international	organisations	
where	they	cannot	take	effective	action	individually.		The	
European	Union	as	a	decentralised	community	of	nations	
and	peoples,	not	as	a	unitary	super	state,	must	take	into	
account	 local,	 regional,	 national	 and	 European	 levels	
according	to	the	principle	of	subsidiarity.

Participation
It	is	the	citizens	of	the	European	Union	who	by	their	sup-
port	give	it	its	legitimation.		The	European	Union	requires	
the	active	participation	of	European	citizens.	 	Europe	 is	
not	-	and	cannot	be	-	the	affair	of	governments	alone.

/ Basic values and Principles
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2007	 will	 always	 be	 a	 special	 year	 for	 YEPP	 as	 the	
organization	 celebrated	 it’s	 10th	 Anniversary.	 Founded	
in	1997	 in	Brussels	under	 the	 leadership	of	Mr.	Fredrik	
Reinfeldt,	 current	 Prime	 Minister	 of	 Sweden,	 YEPP	
felt	 honored	 to	 be	 able	 to	 celebrate	 this	 anniversary	 in	
Sweden,	in	the	presence	of	the	Prime	Minister.	
In	it’s	10	years	YEPP	has	developed	into	the	largest	youth	
political	 organization	 in	 Europe.	 Apart	 from	 being	 active	
within	all	the	structures	of	the	EPP	and	the	EPP-ED	Group	
within	 the	 European	 Parliament,	 YEPP	 is	 committed	 in	 a	
large	number	of	other	international	fora	where	youth	policy	
has	a	central	 role.	Beside	 the	political	work,	we	are	also	
keen	 to	 note	 the	 close	 political	 and	 personal	 friendships	
and	partnerships	which	have	been	developed.	

It	 was	 a	 big	 honour	 for	 YEPP	 to	 be	 hosted	 for	 the	 VI	
YEPP	 Congress	 by	 the	 Full	 Members	 Young	 Christian	
Democrats	 (KDU)	 and	 the	 Young	 Moderates	 (MUF).	 Our	
topic	was	‘Agenda	Setting	in	Europe’.	The	Congress	took	
place	in	Stockholm	from	10-13	May	2007.

The	welcome	dinner	was	hosted	by	Mrs.	Gunilla	Carlsson,	
Minister	for	 International	Development	Cooperation	and	
former	EPP	Vice-President,	who	stressed	the	importance	
of	constructive	European	efforts	to	fight	global	poverty.	

Mr.	Fredrik	Reinfeldt,	Prime	Minister	of	Sweden	welcomed	
more	 than	 200	 young	 delegates	 from	 all	 over	 Europe.	
Prime	 Minister	 Reinfeldt	 presented	 the	 efforts	 of	 the	
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occupy	 the	 citizens	 of	 our	 countries	 with	 these	 issues	
that	greatly	affect	all	Europeans	and	Europe	as	a	whole.	
YEPP	will	 introduce	political	stands	on	European	Union	
policies	 concerning	 youth	 issues	 such	 as	 the	 formation	
of	 a	 new	 employment	 strategy,	 while	 aiming	 to	 form	
concrete	political	positions	on	high	politics	 issues	(New	
European	 Constitutional	 Pact,	 Migration	 Policies,	 New	
Neighborhood	policy,	 integrated	Defense	Policy)	as	well	
as	other	tasks	that	may	occur	as	key	policy	issues	in	the	
near	future.

The	 congress	 dinner	 and	 the	 celebration	 of	 the	 10th	
anniversary	 took	 place	 in	 Solna,	 where	 the	 delegates	
were	received	by	the	hosts,	presidents	Ella	Bohlin	(KDU)	
and	Niklas	Wykman	(MUF).	

The	event	was	very	successful.	10	years	of	experience,	10	
years	of	 learning	and	evolution,	10	years	of	networking,	
10	 years	 of	 passion	 for	 youth	 politics	 and	 EU	 policy	 in	
general	 …	 we	 are	 now	 more	 than	 ever	 ready	 for	 the	
upcoming	years:	the	Future	is	ours,	the	Future	is	YEPP!	

Swedish	government	in	terms	of	job	creation,	enhancing	
opportunities	 for	 young	 people	 in	 society	 and	 creating	
an	 environment	 where	 entrepreneurship	 is	 thriving.	
Furthermore,	he	emphasized	the	government’s	ambition	
to	be	in	the	core	of	the	European	Union.
	
Jakob	 Forssmed,	 State	 Secretary,	 gave	 a	 presentation	
on	 the	 work	 of	 the	 four	 party	 centre-right	 Alliance	 for	
Sweden.	Furthermore,	Mr.	Wilfried	Martens,	President	of	
the	European	Peoples	Party	honored	us	with	his	presence	
and	 by	 his	 speech	 at	 the	 event.	 The	 participants	 were	
also	addressed	by	Mr.	Mats	Odell,	Minister	for	Financial	
Markets,	 who	 gave	 a	 speech	 on	 how	 to	 revitalize	 the	
Lisbon	Strategy,	and	proposed	steps	for	Europe	to	take	in	
order	to	become	the	world’s	most	competitive	region.	Erik	

Zsiga,	Program	Director	for	Timbro/The	Free	Enterprise	
Foundation	 ellaborated	 on	 dynamics	 which	 Western	
leaders	 could	 learn	 from	 politicians	 in	 New	 Europe.	
Having	just	released	his	book	“Goodbye	Eastern	Europe“,	
he	 described	 his	 experiences	 of	 pro-reform	 sentiment	
and	optimism	among	political	leaders	in	New	Europe.

On	 12	 May,	 the	 Congress	 was	 officially	 opened	 in	 the	
Riksdag	 (Second	 Chamber	 of	 the	 Swedish	 Parliament).	
Besides	 electing	 a	 new	 board,	 the	 Congress	 adopted	 a	
new	political	programme	for	YEPP,	‘Tomorrow’s	Answers	
Start	 Today’.	 Mr.	 Ioannis	 Smyrlis,	 President	 of	 YEPP	
at	 his	 speech	 stated	 the	 main	 goals	 of	 the	 new	 elected	
Board.	 The	 prior	 aim	 for	 YEPP	 is	 to	 form	 a	 complete	
arsenal	 of	 political	 positions	 for	 the	 major	 issues	 that	
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While	facing	the	increasing	radicalism,	our	Group	is	convinced	that	inter	religious		and	intercultural	dialogue	should	
remain	-	more	than	ever	-	a	priority.

In	order	to	have	the	maturity	to	open	up	to	others,	we	must	know	ourselves.	
That	is	why	the	EPP-ED	Group	strongly	engages	itself	in	defending	European	values,	in	other	words	those	of	respect	
concerning	human	nature	and	dignity,	tolerance	and	dialogue,	and	freedom	of	personal	opinion	and	speech.	These	are	
equally	your	values,	and	your	engagement	at	YEPP	is	the	proof	of	your	dedication.

Europe	certainly	needs	committed	people	like	you,	who	stand	up	for	good	values,	who	open	up	to	others,	are	dynamic,	
multilinguistic,	and	who	show	a	strong	belief	in	the	European	structure.		

I	am	asking	you	to	continue	in	that	way,	and	would	like	to	congratulate	you	on	your	actions	and	vigour.	Europe	needs	you.

Joseph	Daul
Chairman
EPP-ED	Group	in	the	European	Parliament	

Wilfried	Martens
2007	was	a	crucial	year	for	the	European	Union.	After	the	political	identity	crisis	resulting	from	the	
negative	referenda	in	France	and	The	Netherlands	on	the	Constitutional	Treaty,	Europe	was	look-
ing	with	skepticism	to	the	future.	The	citizens	questioned	whether	the	European	Union	is	merely	an	
economic	agreement,	or	is	the	European	Union	a	political	structure	moving	towards	further	inte-
gration?	These	are	the	key	questions	to	be	dealt	with	by	every	European	politician.	

The	EPP,	the	largest	European	political	party,	had	a	clear	vision	of	Europe	since	its	foundation	
and	has	lead	the	way	taking	the	driving	seat	in	the	step	stone	decisions	during	its	young	history.		
Most	recently	we	were	the	most	instrumental	party	in	the	crucial	decisions	on	our	currency,	in	the	

Convention	and	on	the	Lisbon	Treaty.
	
Today’s	European	leaders	must	continue	our	strife	and	face	the	challenges	in	solidarity	and	with	integrity	and	should	
relentlessly	foster	the	further	development	and	integration	of	our	Union.	
At	present	we	all	need	to	engage	ourselves	in	order	to	conclude	the	Treaty’s	ratification	successfully	and	to	focus	on	the	
campaign	for	the	European	elections	because	it	is	our	duty	to	lead	the	European	Union	of	the	future.	

2007	was	the	year	that	YEPP	elected	a	new	Board	with	the	mandate	to	prepare	the	next	campaign	for	the	European	
Elections	of	June	2009.	The	newly	elected	President	Yannis	K.	Smyrlis	included	in	YEPP’s	agenda			the	most	important	
topics	regarding	the	future	of	Europe	and	its	Youth.	These	are	also	topics	of	EPP’s	coming	Congress	Manifest.		Amongst	
them	the	most	important	are	the	challenges	of	climate	change	and	demographic	shift.		Your	endeavours	to	work	out	the	
necessary	policies	for	motivating	the	citizens	and	the	future	generations	will	be	crucial.		

YEPP’s	focus	on	these	demonstrates	its	responsible	attitude.	
Therefore	the	EPP	is	confident	that	YEPP	will	succeed	in	its	goals	and	I	look	forward	to	your	strong	participation	in	the	
working	organs	of	the	EPP	and	especially	in	the	preparation	of	our	campaign	for	the	European	Elections.	

Wilfried	MARTENS
President
European	People’s	Party

Hans-Gert	Pöttering	
Dear	Youth	of	the	European	People’s	Party,

It	is	a	deep	pleasure	to	me	as	a	father	of	two	sons	as	well	as	a	Member	and	even	more	as	the	
President	of	the	European	Parliament	to	see	young	people	who	are	interested	in	politics.	You	as	the	
Youth	of	the	European	People’s	Party	are	not	just	interested	in	politics	but	want	to	become	involved	
in	the	debates	and	the	decisions	about	concrete	policy	questions.	You	offer	yourselves	to	take	over	
responsibility	for	our	European	societies	as	well	as	for	the	European	project	as	a	whole.	Therefore,	
the	10th	Anniversary	of	the	Youth	of	the	European	People’s	Party	in	2007	is	a	reason	to	celebrate	
and	to	congratulate.	Over	the	last	decade	YEPP	has	become	the	largest	political	youth	organiza-

tion	in	Europe	and	a	strong	association	with	the	EPP.	Gathering	and	connecting	55	national	member	organizations	from	
35	different	countries	and	coordinating	more	than	one	million	members	you	contribute	to	international	and	intercultural	
communication,	integration	and	friendship	amongst	the	youth	of	Europe	and	also	beyond	European	borders.	

In	times	of	globalization	the	cultural	and	political	exchange	becomes	more	and	more	important.	It	is	the	way	to	mutual	
respect	and	understanding.	This	exchange	does	not	take	place	just	between	institutions	and	social	groups	but	has	to	
root	in	personal	encounters	and	relationships.	YEPP	is	a	role	model	for	frameworks	and	platforms	we	need	more	to	
bring	together	young	people	from	all	over	Europe.	

In	the	year	2007	you	focused	on	climate	change	and	demographics.	Your	proposals	on	how	to	face	these	challenges	help	
to	urge	the	European	People’s	Party	to	be	more	proactive	in	these	regards.	By	participating	in	such	political	conscience	
of	the	young	European	generation	and	shows	its	awareness	for	social	responsibility.	Furthermore	YEPP	not	only	realized	
a	financial	and	statutory	reform	but	also	adopted	a	new	political	program	which	contains	its	visions	and	ideas	of	a	sus-
tainable	Europe	for	the	generations	of	tomorrow.	

I	would	like	to	encourage	your	Chairman	and	all	other	YEPP	members	to	continue	the	successful	work	of	the	past	ten	
years.	The	success	has	a	fundament	we	as	European	People’s	Party	rely	on:	The	Christian	and	moral	values	between	
nations,	unconditioned	human	dignity,	the	rule	of	law	and	the	promotion	of	democracy.	Thus	knowing	where	we	are	com-
ing	from	and	what	we	are	working	for	we	will	face	another	decade	of	great	development	for	Europe,	for	the	European	
youth	and	for	the	Youth	of	the	European	People’s	Party.	

With	my	very	best	wishes.
Hans-Gert	Pöttering
President	of	the	European	Parliament	

Joseph	Daul
Dear	friends,	

I	was	honored	to	participate	at	the	Seminar	that	has	been	organised	at	Strasbourg	on	the	18th	of	
January	2008,	and	to	be	given	the	chance	to	communicate	with	you	about	the	cultural	diversity	in	
Europe.	The	total	package	of	your	activities,	seminars	and	meetings	proves	that	for	you	all,	diver-
sity	and	intercultural	dialogue	are	not	only	considered	as	a	priority,	to	you	it	is	so	obvious,	that	it	
seems	to	be	your	way	of	life!	

In	general,	I	am	very	happy	to	see	young	people	like	you,	who	are	ready	to	prepare	Europe	to	deal	
with	all	possible	future	challenges.

In	this	era	of	globalization,	emergence	of	new	powers	and	climatic	changes,	while	facing	the	rising	power	of	terrorist	
threats,	the	PPE-DE	group	is	convinced	that	only	an	united		and	confident	Europe	can	permit	us	to	regulate	our	econo-
mies,	our	social	models,	and	asssure	that	our	voices	will	be	heard	by	our	partners.	

/ Reflexions
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David	Hansen
A	Blue	Star	for	Bigger	Dreams
Among	many	memorable	moments	from	six	years	in	the	YEPP	Board,	I	think	particularly	of	when	
we	accepted	new	members	to	our	midst.	Accompanied	by	generous	applause	and	welcoming	
handshakes.	Occasionally	even	a	kiss	or	two,	or	three.	-	Exotic	for	a	Nordic,	like	me,	but	moreover	
a	thrilling	moment	for	those	accepted.	At	our	Congress	in	Stockholm	this	included	Omladina	DSS	
from	Serbia	and	the	Asocijacija	Mladih	SDA	from	Bosnia	Herzegovina.	Along	with	this	the	Council	
opened	a	process	with	the	Youth	Force	Union	of	VMRO-DPMNE	from	FYRO	Macedonia.	

If	there’s	one	test	to	European	efforts	it	should	be	whether	they	contribute	peace.	While	earlier	
generations	had	wars	and	rivalries	reconciled	through	European	integration,	deep-rooted	conflicts	still	persist	in	some	
regions.	Among	these	we	find	the	Western	Balkans.	But	here	YEPP	with	our	local	members	and	partners	have	bigger	
dreams.

One	blue	star	was	right	from	the	beginning	in	1997	been	YEPP’s	logo.	In	2007	we	gave	it	a	graphical	brush-up	for	the	
10th	anniversary.	I	hope	it	continues	to	inspire	those	bigger	dreams	needed	to	shape	the	Europe	we	want.	Here	I	return	
to	another	achievements	of	YEPP	in	2007.	We	developed	and	adopted	a	new	political	program	titled	“Tomorrows	answers	
starts	today”.	The	European	Elections	in	2009	are	to	be	prepared	for	by	making	sure	the	EPP	formulates	and	adopts	a	
solid	Action	Program	for	the	next	European	Parliament	(2009-2014).	This	draws	a	wider	perspective	to	our	activities.

YEPP	is	provided	a	window	of	opportunity	with	its	presence	and	role	in	the	EPP.	My	call	to	you	is	to	continue	to	dream	
big.	That	is	what	YEPP	is	for;	bigger	dreams	for	Europe.

David	Hansen
President	(2005-2007)
Vice	President	(2001	-	2005)

Ioannis	M.	Varvitsiotis	MEP
With	the	signing	of	the	Reform	Treaty,	the	EU	exits	a	two-year	long	period	of	uncertainty	that	was	
generated	by	the	failure	of	adopting	the	Constitutional	Treaty.	The	EPP	has	constantly	worked	on	
the	establishment	and	strengthening	of	European	institutions	that	would	contribute	to	the	forma-
tion	of	a	strong	Europe,	ready	to	face	the	challenges	of	a	rapidly	changing	international	system.	
The	EPP	party	family	has	exercised	leadership	in	all	major	European	developments	through	its	
common	view	and	joint	efforts.		

YEPP	perhaps	represents	the	most	vibrant	and	dynamic	pillar	of	the	EPP	family	as	it	encompasses	
within	its	ranks	the	leaders	of	a	generation	that	will	be	shortly	called	on	to	advance	the	realization	

of	the	European	ideal.	YEPP	has	during	the	last	years	brought	together	a	growing	number	of	national	youths	of	our	party	
political	family	and	its	work	has	revolved	around	the	implementation	of	a	steadily	increasing	number	of	initiatives	and	
activities,	including	the	adoption	of	several	key	resolutions.	

The	Constantinos	Karamanlis	Institute	for	Democracy	(CKID),	the	official	think-tank	of	“Nea	Demokratia”,	the	govern-
ing	party	in	Greece,	salutes	the	YEPP	endeavours	to	perform	with	success	its	key	role	in	European	politics.	The	CKID	
strongly	supports	the	strengthening	and	further	development	of	Europe’s	most	promising	party	of	youth.	

On	behalf	of	the	Constantinos	Karamanlis	Institute	for	Democracy,	I	wish	every	success	to	the	YEPP	in	the	implementa-
tion	of	its	hard	work	and	I	express	our	readiness	to	always	stand	by	your	side.		

Ioannis	M.	Varvitsiotis	MEP,
Chairman
Constantinos	Karamanlis	Institute	for	Democracy
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YEPP	adopts	a	new	Political	Programme	in	2007

“Tomorrow’s Answers Start Today”

During	the	VI	Congress	of	YEPP	that	took	place	in	May	
2007,	YEPP	adopted	a	new	Political	Program.	This	docu-
ment	was	the	result	of	several	months	of	work	of	its	
members	during	various	working	groups.	

We	are	all	aware	that	Europe	is	facing	different	chal-
lenges	such	as	globalization,	demographic	imbalances,	
global	warming	and	growing	inequality.	YEPP	is	truly	
convinced	that	on	its	own,	each	EU	country	is	too	weak	
to	successfully	tackle	the	global	challenges	we	face.	A	
united	Europe	can	be	the	solution,	where	leadership	is	
shown.	The	belief	in	a	common	project	is	an	inspiring	
project	where	all	European	citizens	can	be	involved.	

Political	decision-making	is	all	about	values	and	prin-
ciples.	YEPP	surely	emphasizes:		

>	 respect	of	human	dignity	and	of	minorities	in	our	
common	European	space;

>	 the	importance	of	family	and	close	communities;
>	 the	inseparable	links	between	economic	and	

social	policy;
>	 the	promotion	of	democracy	and	the	rule	of	law;
>	 the	protection	of	the	environment;
>	 a	strong	belief	in	the	European	integration	pro-

cess;
>	 subsidiarity	and	participation;

YEPP	concluded	his	visions	in	a	new	document	
“Tomorrow’s	Answers	Start	Today”.

The	complete	document	can	be	found	at	www.yepp-eu.
org	.	Below	you	can	found	an	overview	from	the	themes	
that	are	dealt	with	in	the	Political	Programme.	

1		 Economy	and	Innovation
1.1		 Governance	of	the	Lisbon	Agenda
1.2		 Knowledge	and	Innovation
1.3		 Role	of	the	Euro
1.4		 Taxation
1.5		 Business	environment

2		 Employment	and	Education
2.1	 Tackling	unemployment
2.2		 Flexicurity
2.3		 Youth	Pact
2.4		 Life	long	learning	as	a	dynamic	factor	of	

European	Markets

2.5		 Higher	education
2.6		 Mobility

3		 Energy
3.1		 Diversification	of	the	gas	sources
3.2		 Nuclear	Energy
3.3		 One	EU	voice	on	Energy
3.4		 EU	Energy	Policy
3.5		 EU’s	Governments	Energy	Policy

4		 Home	Affairs
4.1		 Human	Rights	and	Data	Protection
4.2		 Internationally	organized	crime
4.3		 Terrorism
4.4		 Schengen
4.5		 Asylum	&	Migration

5		 Foreign	Policy	and	Neighbourhood	Policy
5.1		 European	Foreign,	Security,	Defence	and	

Development	Aid	Policy
5.2		 Strenghtening	the	role	of	the	EU	in	the	world
5.3		 The	Role	of	the	Armed	Formes	in	an	Integrated	

Security	Architecture
5.4		 Strenghtening	the	EU	role	in	the	United	Nations
5.5		 Transatlantic	Partnership	as	a	Prerequisite	to	

coping	with	International	Challenges
5.6		 Making	Russia	a	reliable	partner
5.7		 Belarus
5.8		 Peace	and	Security	for	the	Middle	East
5.9		 Cooperation	with	New	Powers	-	China	and	India,	

as	well	as	Mexico,	Brazil	and	South-Africa
5.10		 Intensify	the	cooperation	with	Africa
5.11		 EU	Enlargement,	Partnerships	and	

Neighbourhood	Policy

6		 Social	and	Societal	Issues
6.1		 Social	Europe
6.2		 Intergenerational	justice
6.3		 Families
6.4		 Health
6.4.1		 Combating	abuse	of	alcohol	and	drugs
6.4.2		 Sexual	and	reproductive	health	and	rights
6.5		 Fighting	poverty	and	social	exclusion
6.6		 Value	of	cultures	and	religion

7		 Environment
7.1		 A	long-term	plan
7.2		 Energy
7.3		 Transportation
7.4		 Cross-sectoral

8		 EU	Institutions	and	decision	making	

/ New Political programme - key points 
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>	 Adopted	working	paper	on	Transport

>	 Resolution	on	Nuclear	Energy
>	 Resolution	on	Tax	competition
>	 Emergency	resolution	on	the	Death	Penalty

Working paper on transport

Adopted papers06.1.1
/  YEPP Seminar: Rotterdam (NL)
 17-20 January 2007 

(EFF).	The	related	topic	was	‘energy’.	He	gave	an	over-
view	on	the	different	possibilities	in	coping	with	energy	
questions;	bio	fuels,	solar	energy,	nuclear	energy	and	
other	resources.	Van	den	Heuvel	also	opened	the	dis-
cussion	on	‘Gazpromization’;	

Between	the	lunch	break	-	in	which	participants	were	
offered	a	boat	tour	on	the	river	Maas	-	and	the	after-
noon	programme,	participants	could	choose	between	
two	working	groups	:	Statutory	Reforms	or	one	on	the	
Working	Paper	and	Resolutions.	

On	the	Saturday,	the	YEPP	Council	meeting	was	held.	
During	the	Council	meeting	the	working	paper	‘Proving	
Europe’s	worth.	Transport	the	energy	to	drive	Europe’s	
future’	was	adopted.	

Three	speakers	came	to	address	the	Council	on	
Saturday:	Mr.	Jan	van	Laarhoven	(chairman	EFF),	Ms.	
Corien	Wortmann-Kool	(MEP	EPP-ED)	and	YEPP	was	
also	honoured	to	have	former	prime	minister	of	the	
Netherlands	Mr.	Ruud	Lubbers.	He	gave	an	introduction	
into	his	work	and	experiences	on	the	issue	of	sustain-
ability	since	the	70s.	

The	seminar	was	a	great	success	in	its	content	and	
organisation.	

>	 The	EU	should	investigate	the	efficiency	of	the	EU	
wide	transport	flows,	its	needs	for	main	transport	
routes,	from	inflow	points	at	its	borders	(sea	or	land)	
and	the	infrastructure	necessary	to	support	freight	
transport	within	the	EU	to	the	hinterland

>	 The	EU	should	invest	in	cross	border	logistic	sys-
tems	and	appeal	to	countries	to	take	swift	action	
and	not	delay	these	developments.	The	EU	must	
particularly	invest	in	better	infrastructure	in	Eastern	
and	Central	Europe	to	unlock	these	countries	and	
stimulate	fast	routes	between	sea	ports	and	inland	
markets

>	 To	guarantee	an	efficient	mobility	and	transport	
system	within	Europe,	these	harbour	networks	must	
take	up	a	leading	role	in	implementing	the	concept	
of	“model	shift”,	meaning	that	the	most	effective	
(combination	of)	mode(s)	of	transport	must	be	used	
to	bridge	the	distance	between	the	harbour	and	the	
hinterland.	This	concept	of	“model	shift”	also	con-
tributes	to	the	development	of	an	environmentally	
friendly	transport	system	by	supporting	railway	and	
inland	water	transport	systems.

	
>	 To	guarantee	good	living	conditions	and	to	avoid	

environmental	damage	around	Harbours	and	trans-
port	routes,	EU	wide	measures	need	to	be	taken	
to	combat	fine	dust	exposures	by	cars	and	trucks,	
especially	diesel-driven	vehicles.	Vehicles	will	have	
to	be	fitted	with	catalytic	converters	and	soot	filters.	
This	would	make	diesel-driven	cars	as	clean	as	
today’s	petrol-driven	cars.

>	 The	European	Commission	and	the	International	
Maritime	Organisation	should	agree	upon	tighter	
pollutant	emission	standards	on	shipping	and	the	
EU	should	play	a	world	wide	role	both	in	researching	
and	advocating	this

Proving	Europe’s	worth.	Transport	the	Energy	to	Drive	
Europe’s	Future!

The	YEPP	seminar,	hosted	by	Full	Member	CDJA,	took	
place	between	the	18th	and	21st	January	2007	in	The	
Netherlands.	For	transport	and	especially	harbours,	
Rotterdam	is	the	right	setting.	The	huge	harbour,	hin-
terland	activities	and	cross-border	logistics	make	the	
value	of	Europe’s	open	borders	clear.	It	therefore	proves	
the	worth	of	Europe.	

The	first	session	was	hosted	by	the	Port	of	Rotterdam.	
Mr.	Van	der	Tak	and	Van	Keulen	gave	a	broad	introduc-
tion	on	the	variety	of	assets	that	are	relevant	for	the	
future	of	the	port	in	enlarging	the	possibilities	for	the	

economical	development.	Besides	the	national	aspect	
the	relevance	for	a	major	part	of	Europe	was	presented	
by	giving	an	insight	into	the	transport	networks	which	
run	in	and	out	Rotterdam.	

According	to	the	Port	of	Rotterdam,	particularly	two	
issues	are	of	great	importance	for	the	future:
1.	fasten	procedures	for	spatial	building	and	construc-
tion	projects,	taking	into	account	and	with	respect	to	
good	governance	
2.	reduce	the	huge	governmental	involvement	of	many	
public	stake	holders	in	projects.

The	second	session	was	conducted	by	Mr.	Frank	van	
den	Heuvel,	a	trainer	from	the	Eduardo	Frei	Foundation	
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>	 Adopted	Working	Paper	on	Climate	Change

>	 Emergency	resolutions	on	the	fires	
>	 Resolution	on	the	Ukrainian	elections

Working paper on Climate Change 

Adopted papers06.1.2
/  YEPP Seminar: Zagreb (HR)    
 6-9 September 2007 

The Politics of Globalisation
YEPP	recognises	the	chief	responsibility	which	must	be	
borne	by	developed	industrial	nations	to	‘lead	the	way’	
in	the	fight	against	global	warming.	European	nations	
must	therefore	“set	this	issue	an	as	an	overarching	pri-
ority	and	to	speak	with	a	single	European	voice.”	

Considering	the	multilateral	approach	to	climate	change	
adopted	by	Member	States,	the	EU	must	continue	
“constant	dialogue”	with	those	developed	nations	who	
continue	to	refrain	from	ratifying	the	Kyoto	Protocol	in	
order	to	achieve	a	common	global	consensus	and	part-
nership	in	this	most	important	of	issues.
	
Developing	countries	also	have	responsibilities	to	
undertake	their	contribution	to	reducing	the	rate	of	
global	warming	-	in	this	regard	the	use	of	“green	diplo-
macy”	by	the	EU	and	other	developed	countries	is	a	
key	strategy	which	must	be	employed.	The	linking	of	
economic	cooperation	and	development	cooperation	
to	global	climate	change	objectives	must	be	the	way	to	
achieve	global	objectives	on	climate	change.	

The Strategy Going Forward
We	must	focus	clearly	on	the	targets	being	set	for	GHG	
emissions	reductions	over	the	next	fifty	years.	YEPP	is	
committed	to	the	full	realisation	of	the	following	targets:
>	 overall	emission	reductions	for	all	industrialised	

countries	of	30%,	in	comparison	with	1990	levels,	by	
2020

>	 increase	the	share	of	renewable	energy	sources	to	
20%	by	2020

>	 to	obtain	a	60-80%	reduction	in	emissions,	as	com-
pared	with	1990	levels,	by	2050

The	need	to	combat	the	problems	with	“carbon	leak-
ages”	inherent	in	the	ETS	system.

Incentivising	environmental	technologies.

The	need	for	greater	interdepartmental	cooperation	
within	European	public	policy	in	achieving	climate	
change	objectives	-	“so	that...industrial	policy	and	
transport,	agriculture,	research	and	development	and	
other	initiatives	are	better	coordinated	with	climate	
change	targets.

Noting	the	significance	of	the	decision	by	the	European	

Council	of	Ministers	to	include	statistics	on	aviation	
emissions	within	the	reduction	targets	after	2011.	
Considering	the	exponential	expansion	of	air-travel	in	
Europe,	YEPP	calls	on	immediate	action	to	be	taken	to	
reduce	carbon	emissions	drastically	from	this	form	of	
transportation.	Unless	immediate	action	is	taken	on	this	
point,	progress	made	in	other	areas	of	emissions	reduc-
tions	will	be	less	meaningful.

Energy and Climate Change
As	developed	nations	our	reliance	on	electricity	and	
other	forms	of	energy	is	in	extricably	linked	with	our	
emissions	problems.	YEPP	calls	for	the	urgent	deploy-
ment	of	renewable	energy	and	environmentally	friendly	
technologies.	

Investment	in	the	most	modern	forms	of	electricity	
transmission	as	well	as	in	new	electricity	grids	must	
be	a	priority	in	the	objective	to	achieve	greater	energy	
efficiency.

Tariffs	on	energy	efficient	products	must	also	be	
removed.
YEPP		also	recognises	the	individual	responsibility	of	all	
citizens	to	be	conscious	of	their	contribution	as	consum-
ers	to	carbon	emissions	and	energy	efficiency.	A	citizen-
ry	which	is	conscious	of	the	gravity	of	environmentally	
unfriendly	energy	must	be	prepared	to	pay	a	premium	
for	renewable	energy.

The	Youth	of	the	Croatian	Democratic	Union	(MHDZ),	
YEPP	full	member,	hosted	the	YEPP	Seminar	around	
the	topic	of	Climate	Change	in	Zagreb,	Croatia,	6-9	
September	2007.	YEPP	had	the	honour	to	have	Mr.	
Ivo	Sanader,	Prime	Minister	of	Croatia	and	the	HDZ	
President	addressed	the	seminar	with	an	opening	
speech.	The	Prime	Minister	reported	on	the	political	sit-
uation	in	Croatia	as	it	moves	towards	Euro-Atlantic	inte-
gration.	Speaking	about	climate	change,	Mr.	Sanader	
emphasised	the	need	of	implementing	comprehensive	
measures	to	address	the	challenge	of	global	warming	
and	concluded	that	it	can	only	be	done	through	interna-
tional	cooperation	at	the	global	level.	

The	participants	were	also	addressed	by	Mr.	Bozo	
Biskupic,	Minister	of	Culture	and	HDZ	International	
Secretary	at	the	welcome	dinner	and,	during	the	semi-
nar,	by	H.E.	Vincent	Degert,	Head	of	Delegation	of	the	
European	Commission	to	Croatia,	speaking	about	the	
EU	policy	related	to	climate	change,	Mr.	Nikola	Ruzinski,	

State	Secretary	for	Environmental	Protection	and	mem-
ber	of	the	Negotiating	Team	for	the	accession	to	the	EU,	
who	gave	the	presentation	on	what	society	can	do	to	
limit	the	effects	of	climate	change,	Mr.	Vladimir	Paar,	
academician	and	member	of	the	Croatian	Academy	of	
Art	and	Science,	spoke	about	the	human	and	scientific	
responsibility	for	the	climate	change,	Mr.	Ante	Curkovic,	
Professor	at	the	Faculty	of	Electrical	Engineering	and	
Computing,	indicated	the	importance	of	the	develop-
ment,	of	research	and	use	of	the	renewable	energy	
and	Mr.	Kreso	Pandzic,	Assistant	Director	at	the	
Meteorological	and	Hydrological	Service,	focused	on	the	
effects	of	the	global	warming	on	life	on	Earth.	

Furthermore	the	first	meetings	of	the	Permanent	
Working	Groups	on	European	Affairs	and	
Intergenerational	Justice	took	place,	which	were	fol-
lowed	by	Working	Groups	on	the	working	paper	and	the	
resolutions.	These	meetings	were	following	by	the	YEPP	
Council	meeting.							
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>	 Working	Paper	on	Demography

>	 Resolution	on	the	upcoming	elections	in	Georgia
>	 Resolution	on	Schengen	area	
>	 Resolution	on	Nato
>	 Resolution	on	Safe	Shipping
>	 Resolution	about	Financial	Responsibility	within	EU
>	 Emergency	resolution	on	Kosovo	and	Serbia

Working paper on demography

AdOPTEd PAPErS06.1.3
/  YEPP Seminar: Ljubljana (SI)
 6-9 December 2007

Before	lunch,	there	was	also	a	presentation	of	the	up-
coming	Slovenian	EU	Presidency	by	Mr.	An_e	Logar,	
M.Sc.,	the	Director	of	the	Government	Communication	
Office.	He	listed	some		priorities,	namely:	the	ratifica-
tion	of	the	Lisbon	Treaty,	EU	enlargement	and	Western	
Balkans,	EU	Neighbourhood	Policy,	Energy	Policy,	
Intercultural	Dialogue	and	the	Lisbon	Strategy.

The	lunch	in	the	hotel	was	held	in	the	presence	of	Mr.	
Milan	Zver,	Ph.D.,	Minister	of	Education	and	Sport	and	
Vice	President	of	the	Slovenian	Democratic	Party	(SDS).	
Minister	Zver	pointed	out	the	importance	of	such	confer-
ences,	as	they	represent	a	further	means	of	cooperation	
between	youth	from	all	over	Europe	and	are	important	
for	the	exchange	of	good	practices.	

After	lunch	the	participants	attended	the	YEPP	Council	
Meeting,	during	which	they	adopted,	with	minimum	
amendments,	the	draft	working	paper	on	demography,	
entitled	“Demography:	our	common	challenge”	and	sev-
eral	resolutions.

After	the	Council	Meeting,	participants	had	the	choice	
of	attending	the	YEPP	basketball	match	or	going	for	a	
sightseeing	tour	of	Ljubljana.	

In	the	evening,	the	goodbye	dinner	was	held	in	a	scenic	
restaurant	near	Ljubljana,	where	the	participants	could	
choose	from	a	variety	of	typical	Slovenian	dishes.	The	
dinner	was	attended	by	Mr.	Lojze	Peterle,	MEP	and	
Vice-President	of	the	EPP,	who	welcomed	everyone	to	
Slovenia	and	together	with	the	hosts,	taught	the	partici-
pants	to	dance	some	Slovenian	traditional	dances!

Demography	is	a	crucial	topic	which	is	on	the	table	in	
all	Member	States,	as	all	our	societies	and	economies	
will	have	to	face	future	evolutions,	due	to	this	worrisome	
demographic	situation.	In	the	document,	YEPP	welcomed	
the	inclusion	of	this	issue	into	the	priorities	of	the	EU	
trio	presidency	programme	(German,	Portuguese	and	
Slovenian	presidencies	of	the	EU).	The	role	of	YEPP	was	
stressed	in	taking	an	active	stand	and	putting	forward	
certain	concrete	proposals,	which	could	prove	useful	in	
tackling	this	challenge.	The	aim	was	not	to	find	one	solu-
tion	to	the	problem,	but	rather	to	present	some	factors,	
which	are	perceived	as	having	an	impact	on	demographics	
and	propose	some	solutions,	which	could	serve	as	guide-
lines	for	policy-makers.	Below	are	listed	only	the	main	
ones,	for	more	see	www.yepp-eu.org	:	
>	 The	FAMILY	as	an	institution	deserves	our	special	

and	concrete	support,	so	that	balancing	work	and	
family	life	would	be	easier	for	both	women	and	men.	

>	 Authorities	must	be	aware	of	the	need	to	facilitate	
suitable	HOUSING	for	young	families.	

>	 We	must	strive	to	improve	the	availability	and	access	
to	CHILDCARE	FACILITIES.	

>	 SOCIAL	SECURITY	SYSTEMS	have	to	adapt	to	the	
new	challenges	but	at	the	same	time	retain	their	
solidarity	and	viability.	

>	 Some	of	the	most	crucial	proposals	are	related	to	
the	PARTNERSHIP	BETWEEN	GENERATIONS.	This	
partnership	is	very	valuable	to	us	and	in	this	regard,	
we	stated	that	PENSION	systems	need	to	be	revised	
and	the	LABOUR	MARKET	needs	to	undergo	certain	
changes,	in	order	to	keep	social	security	systems	
financially	viable	in	the	long	run	and	maintain	them	
as	socially	acceptable.	

>	 Reforms	of	our	education	systems	must	continue,	if	
we	wish	to	make	them	more	flexible	and	efficient.

Our	political	family	has	been	tackling	these	issues	
for	some	time	already,	either	through	policies	of	our	
national	governments,	our	party	manifestos,	through	
the	EPP,	the	EPP-ED	group	in	the	European	Parliament	
or	various	events	at	an	expert	level.	We	are	aware	how	
important	it	is	to	tackle	them	promptly	and	efficiently,	if	
we	are	to	continue	to	live	in	an	area	of	peace,	prosperity	
and	solidarity.	We	therefore	invited	the	EPP	to	be	even	
more	proactive	in	this	regard	and	again	urge	its	mem-
bers	to	act	nationally	in	favour	of	such	policies,	which	
aim	to	improve	the	demographic	situation	in	Europe.		

The	YEPP	seminar	on	Demography	was	organized	
6th-9th	December	2007	in	Ljubljana,	Slovenia	and	was	
attended	by	73	representatives	young	politicians.	It	
was	organized	jointly	by	three	youth	organizations	of	
Slovenian	members	of	the	European	People´s	Party	
(SDS	(Slovenian	Democratic	Party),	NSi	(New	Slovenia)	
and	SLS	(Slovenian	People´s	Party))	-	SDM	(Slovenian	
Democratic	Youth),	MSi	(Young	Slovenia)	and	NG	SLS	
(New	Generation),	all	three	being	full	members	of	YEPP.

The	first	evening	of	the	seminar,	a	welcome	dinner	
reception	for	participants	was	hosted	by	Mrs.	Ljudmila	
Novak,	MEP.	The	conference	was	officially	opened	on	
Friday	morning	by	the	president	of	YEPP	Mr.	Smyrlis,	
and	the	presidents	of	the	three	hosting	youth	organiza-
tions	-	Mr.	Robert	Ilc	(MSi),	Mr.	Nikolaj	Oblak	(SDM)	and	
Mr.	Rok	Ravnikar	(NG	SLS).	
Afterwards	the	conference	continued	with	the	presenta-
tion	of	Professor	Mrs.	Jana	Bezen_ek,	who	introduced	
the	topic.	She	stressed	that	it	is	crucial	for	our	socie-
ties	to	establish	such	conditions,	which	will	encour-
age	young	families	to	have	children,	if	we	wish	to	turn	
around	the	negative	demographic	trends	in	Europe.	

After	the	introduction	and	discussion,	the	participants	
were	adressed	by	Mr.	Janez	Podobnik,		Minister	of	the	
Environment	and	Spatial	Planning	and	Vice	President	
of	the	Slovenian	People’s	Party	(SLS)	and	Mr.	Primo_	
Pirc,	the	Director	of	the	Slovenian	Housing	Fund.	They	
focused	mainly	on	those	aspects	of	demography,	which	
are	influenced	by	spatial	planning	(housing	for	young	
families,...).	Minister	Podobnik	stressed	in	particular	
certain	incentives	that	have	been	put	in	place	for	young	

families.	The	goal	of	the	governement	housing	policy	in	
Slovenia	is	to	enable	housing	security	for	as	wide	a	cir-
cle	of	Slovenian	citiziens	as	possible.

On	Friday	afternoon	,	the	panelists	were	Mrs.	Marjeta	
Cotman,	the	Minister	of	Labour,	Family	and	Social	
Affairs	and	Mr.	Davor	Dominku_,	Director	General	of	the	
Directorate	for	Social	Affairs	at	the	Ministry	of	Labour,	
Family	and	Social	Affairs.	Minister	Cotman	stressed	
the	importance	of	the	choosen	topic,	especially	for	the	
young	generation,	which	will	have	to	deal	with	the	con-
sequences	of	demographic	changes	in	Europe.	She	also	
pointed	out	certain	priorities	that	Slovenia	will	deal	with	
in	this	regard,	also	during	the	Slovenian	EU	Presidency	
in	the	first	half	of	2008.	Mr.	Dominku_	further	explained	
some	examples	of	Slovenia´s	efforts	to	stop	the	negative	
demographic	trend,	pointing	out	the	successful	reduc-
tion	of	youth	unemployment,	which	contributes	to	better	
social	security	and	can	consequently	also	contribute	to	
a	better	demographic	trend.

After	the	presentation,	conclusions	of	the	day	were	
made	and	the	participants	invited	to	a	sightseeing	tour	
of	the	cave	“Postojnska	jama”.	After	the	tour,	the	YEPP	
Board	returned	to	Ljubljana	for	their	scheduled	meet-
ing,	while	the	other	participants	enjoyed	a	typical	dinner	
in	the	Stanjel	castle	in	the	Karst	region.	

On	Saturday	morning,	there	were	meetings	of	YEPP	
working	groups,	where	participants	discussed	the	draft	
working	paper	on	demography	and	the	proposed	resolu-
tions.	
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Neighbourhood	Policy”,	Mr.	Bassem	Eid,	Director	of	
the	Palestinian	Human	Rights	Monitoring	Group,	who	
introduced	the	topics:	“The	dispute	among	Israelis	and	
Arabs”	and	“The	current	situation	within	the	Palestinian	
Authority”,	the	Deputy	President	of	the	Democratic	
Rally,	Mr.	Averof	Neofytou,	who	introduced	the	topic:	
“Economical	aspects	of	the	European	Middle	Eastern	
Relations”,	the	Dean	of	the	Technological	University	of	
Cyprus,	Professor	Andreas	Demetriou,	the	MEP	of	EPP/
ED	Group,	Mr	Panayiotis	Demetriou,	who	introduced	the	
topic:	“European	Integration	Policy.	Immigrants	from	
the	Middle	East”	and	the	spokesman	of	the	Democratic	
Rally,	Mr.	Tasos	Mitsopoulos,	who	introduced	the	topic:	
“EU-Middle	East:	Prospects	and	Challenges”.

The	most	distinguished	speaker	of	the	summer	school	
was	the	candidate	for	the	presidency	Republic	of	
Cyprus,	MEP	of	EPP/ED	Group,	Mr.	Ioannis	Kasoulides,	
who	gave	his	speech	during	the	Gala	dinner,	on	
Thursday,	the	28th	of	June.

During	their	stay	in	Cyprus,	the	participants	had	the	
opportunity	to	enjoy	the	beautiful	weather	and	the	
beach,	as	well	as	the	traditional	food	and	drinks	and	the	
summery	night	life	of	Limassol

The	Summer	School	of	the	Youth	of	the	European	
People’s	Party	(YEPP),	took	place	between	the	27th	of	
June	and	the	1st	of	July	2007,	in	the	city	of	Limassol	
in	Cyprus.	53	participants,	from	different	European	
countries,	attended	the	event,	which	was	hosted	by	
YEPP’s	full	member,	the	Youth	of	the	Democratic	Rally	
(NE.DI.SY).	The	event	was	based	at	the	seafront	hotel,	
Kanika	Pantheon.	

The	topic	of	the	summer	school	was:	“European	
Neighbourhood	Policy.	The	Case	of	the	Middle	East”.	It	
is	beyond	dispute,	that	several	problems,	which	the	EU	
is	faced	with,	(illegal	immigration,	racism,	xenophobia),	
are	related	with	the	long	lasting	disputes	in	the	Middle	
East.	In	the	framework	of	the	YEPP	Summer	School,	the	

participants,	discussed	measures,	which	could	lead	to	
a	comprehensive	European	policy	for	the	bloodstained	
Middle	East.

Cyprus,	is	the	nearest	member-state	of	the	European	
Union	to	the	Middle	Eastern	region,	and	for	this	reason,	
Cyprus,	was	the	ideal	place	to	host	a	YEPP	summer	
school	with	this	burning	topic.

During	the	event,	we	had	the	opportunity	to	invite	a	
number	of	politicians,	diplomats	and	academics,	from	
Cyprus,	the	Palestinian	Authority	and	Israel	to	give	a	
speech.	Among	the	speakers,	were:	His	excellency,	the	
Israeli	Ambassador	to	Cyprus,	Mr.	Avraham	Haddam,	
who	introduced	the	topic:	“Israel	and	the	European	

/  YEPP Summerschool: Limassol (CY)  
 27 June - 1 July 2007
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In	the	beginning	of	2007	YEPP	continued	her	efforts	of	the	work	that	started	in	2006.	
We	have	concluded	a	financial	reform,	that	was	necessary	for	guaranteeing	the	future	of	YEPP,	as	well	as	a	Statutory	
reform	which	was	needed.	Furthermore	the	need	for	a	new	political	programme	was	underlined.	The	work	was	done	in	
different	working	groups	that	took	place	during	the	seminars.	The	conclusions	where	approved	and	concluded	during	
the	Congress	in	Stockholm	in	May	2007.	

Working	Group	on	Political	Affairs
Working	Group	I,	chaired	by	First	Vice-President	Robert	Golanski	and	Vice-President	Jeroen	Vanden	Berghe,	focused	
on	the	Rome	Manifesto	of	the	EPP,	the	YEPP	seminar	working	papers	and	the	resolutions.	It	was	also	the	forum	where	
the	next	political	program	was	prepared.	Based	on	the	values	and	principles	all	YEPP	member	organizations	share,	but	
tailored	to	the	expectations	of	future	political	generations.	The	document	invigorated	the	political	debate	between	the	
member	organizations,	but	will	also	set	the	political	framework	for	the	upcoming	YEPP	Board	2007-2009.	

Working	Group	on	Financial	Reform
The	difficult	economic	situation	of	YEPP	urged	the	organization	to	undergo	a	thorough	financial	reform.	The	strongest	
contributing	factors	to	the	difficulties	were	an	increased	level	of	activity	and	the	rise	of	the	amount	of	members.	

Working	group	on	the	Statutory	Reform	
This	Working	Group	was	chaired	by	vice-president	D.	Cermak	and	Deputy	Secretary	General	H.	van	Rossum.	The	wor-
king	group	focused	on	the	process	to	adjust	the	YEPP	statutes	from	the	current	situation	and	be	of	service	for	the	future.	
YEPP	recognised	that	through	the	growth	of	the	organisation	certain	adjustments	in	the	statutes	had	to	be	made.	The	
goal	to	reach	is	to	establish	a	statutory	reform	that	can	serve	the	functioning	of	YEPP	in	the	upcoming	years.	

After	the	Summer	of	2007	the	new	board	introduced	two	new	permanent	working	groups.	

Working	Group	on	Intergenerational	Justice
YEPPs	political	program	has	introduced	our	high	interest	on	reforming	Europe’s	society	and	economy	and	to	have	the	
right	and	convincing	answers	not	only	to	the	fellows	of	our	generation.	Demographic	change,	with	continually	lower	birth	
rates,	is	leading	to	a	Social	Security	system	where	the	needs	of	the	older	generation	must	be	met	by	an	ever-smaller	
group	of	wage	earners.	At	the	same	time	the	burden	of	taxes	and	repayment	of	state	debt	are	falling	on	ever	fewer	
shoulders.
The	aim	of	the	Working	Group	on	Intergenerational	Justice	which	is	chaired	by	Thomas	Schneider,	First	Vice	President,	
and	Laurent	Schouteten,	Vice	President,	is	to	take	demographic	change	and	intergenerational	justice	as	a	special	con-
cern	of	our	work.	We	see	intergenerational	justice	and	sustainability	not	only	as	principles	of	environmental	policy,	that	
is	of	course	a	main	point,	but	also	as	part	of	social	and	financial	policy

YEPP	was	dealing	with	major	dossiers	in	2007.	During	the	council	meetings	in	Bruges	(Belgium)	and	Rotterdam	(The	
Netherlands),	all	YEPP	Members	therefore	decided	to	gather	once	more	for	preparatory	work	ahead	of	the	YEPP	
Congress	that	took	from	10-13	May	in	Stockholm,	Sweden.		

This	day	consisted	of	several	workshops.	The	aim	was	to	finalize	the	statutory	reform	and	the	discussions	on	the	draft	
new	YEPP	Political	Program	took	place.	A	draft	version	of	the	political	program	was	sent	out	before	the	meeting	in	order	
to	receive	in	advance	amendments.	

The	working	day	took	place	at	the	CD&V	Headquarters	and	around	75	representatives	were	present.	

/  YEPP Working Day: Brussels (BE)   
 31 March 2007
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YEPP	as	constructive	partner	with	EPP,	EPP-
ED	Group
YEPP	is	represented	in	each	working	group	of	the	EPP	
as	well	as	the	EPP	Political	Bureau.	They	try	to	play	a	
constructive	role	within	all	these	working	groups	and	
they	also	try	to	put	youth	issues	on	the	political	agenda.
	www.epp.eu	
www.epp-ed.eu	

YEPP	in	cooperation	with	other	EPP	
Associations
In	2007	YEPP	invested	also	more	in	its	cooperation	
with	other	EPP	Associations,	such	as	the	EPP	Women,	
European	Senior	Citizen’s	Union	(ESU)	and	SME-Union.	

Besides	the	presence	during	congresses	of	the	Women	
and	Seniors	associations,	YEPP	organized	a	joint	meet-
ing	with	SME-Union	in	Belgrade	on	the	14th	December	
in	order	to	promote	Young	entrepreneurship	in	the	
Balkan	region.	In	the	future	such	projects	will	be	
expanded.	

YEPP	will	try	to	expand	these	forms	of	cooperation	
and	will	also	try	to	cooperate	closer	with	the	European	
Union	of	Christian	Democratic	Workers	(EUCDW).		
www.sme-union.org
www.epp-women.org
www.eu-seniorunion.info
www.eucdw.org	

Besides	these	events,	YEPP	also	was	active	in	the	
European	Ideas	Network	(EIN).	
www.ein.eu	

Together	fighting	for	youth	issues!	
YEPP	is	a	member	of	the	European	Youth	Forum	and	is	
also	part	of	the	meetings	between	all	European	political	
parties.	
www.youthforum.org

They	have	a	special	relation	with	the	European	
Democratic	Students	(EDS)	as	well	as	DEMYC.
www.edsnet.org	and	www.demyc.org	

YEPP	as	grateful	partner
YEPP	can	in	its	political	and	organizational	work	count	
on	the	following	partners:	Konrad	Adenauer	Stiftung	
(KAS),	the	Robert	Schuman	Foundation,	Hans-Seidel	
Stiftung	(HSS),	IRI,	E.	Frei	Stiftung	and	K.	Karamanlis	
Foundation,	Institute	for	Democracy.			

Cooperation	outside	the	EU
YEPP	attended	several	congresses	and	events	outside	
the	EU	and	established	relations	with	possible	partners	
in	the	US,	Latin-America,	Africa,	Middle-East,	...		

In	August	2007	a	study	mission	was	undertaken	in	
Tanzania	with	the	Young	Decision	Makers	Programme	of	
the	European	Parliamentary	Forum	(YDM	-	EPF),	where	
topics	such	as	sexual	and	reproductive	health	were	
discussed.	The	meeting	had	a	follow-up	event	in	Lisbon	
(September	2007).

In	the	beginning	of	December	YEPP	was	present	at	
the	JODCA	Congress,	Youth	of	the	Christian	Democrat	
Organization	of	America	in	Bogota	(Colombia).				

35
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>	 Adopted	Working	Paper	on	Climate	Change
>	 Adopted	Working	Paper	on	Transport
>	 Adopted	Working	Paper	on	Demography

>	 Emergency	resolutions	on	the	Fires	in	Southern	Europe
>	 Emergency	resolution	on	the	Death	Penalty
>	 Emergency	resolution	on	Kosovo	and	Serbia

>	 Resolution	on	the	Ukrainian	elections
>	 Resolution	on	Nuclear	Energy
>	 Resolution	on	Tax	competition
>	 Resolution	on	the	upcoming	elections	in	Georgia
>	 Resolution	on	Schengen	area	
>	 Resolution	on	Nato
>	 Resolution	on	Safe	Shipping
>	 Resolution	about	Financial	Responsibility	within	EU

>	 YEPP	Political	Programme	“	Tomorrow’s	Answers	start	Today”
>	 YEPP	Statutes

All	documents	can	be	found	on	www.yepp-eu.org

/ Adopted YEPP Documents in 2007
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Albania

Forumi	Rinor	i	Partise	Demokratike	te	Shqiperise	

		 	

Austria

Junge	Österreichische	Volkspartei

Belarus

Malady	Front	**

Youth	Christian-Social	Union	Young	Democrates**

	 	

Belgium

JONG	Christen-Democratisch	&	Vlaams

Jeunes	du	Centre	Démocrate	Humaniste

Bosnia	&	Herzegovina

Party	of	Democratic	Action	Youth	Association

Bulgaria

Mladezki	Sajuz	na	Demokraticeska	Partija

Mladezki	Sajuz	na	Demokraticnite	Sili			 		

Croatia	

Mladez	Hrvatske	demokratske	zajednice

Cyprus

Neolaia	Dimokratikou	Synagermou	 		 		

Czech	Republic	

Mladí	krest’anští	demokraté

Denmark

Kristendemokratisk	Ungdom

Konservativ	Ungdom	 		 		

Estonia	

Res	Publica	Juventus*

Noor-Isamaa*

FYROM	(=	Former	Yugoslavian	Republic	of	Macedonia)	

Youth	Forces	Union	of	VRMO-DPMNE*

Finland

Kokoomuksen	Nuorten	Liitto

Kristillisdemokraattiset	Nuoret	 	

	 		

France

Jeunes	Union	pour	un	Mouvement	Populaire

Georgia

Akhalgazrda	Erovnul	Democrati

Saqartvelos	Akhalgazrdobis	Qristianul-Demokratiuli	

		 	

Germany

Junge	Union	Deutschlands	

Greece

Organossis	Neon	Neas	Dimokratias	 		 		

Hungary

Fidelitas

Ifjúsági	Demokrata	Fórum

Ireland

Young	Fine	Gael	

Italy

Forza	Italia	Giovani

Giovani	Unione	Democratici	Cristiani	e	di	Centro

Giovani	Unione	Democratici	per	l	Europa

Junge	Generation”	of	South	Tyrolean	People	Party

Latvia

Tautas	Partija*

Lithuania

Jaunieji	Krikscionys	Demokratai

Luxemburg

Chrëschtlech	Sozial	Jugend	 		 		

Malta

Moviment	Zghazagh	Partit	Nazzjonalista

Moldova

Noua	Generatie	Partidul	Popular	Crestin	Democrat	

		 	

The	Netherlands

Christen	Democratisch	Jongeren	Appèl

Norway

Kristelig	Folkepartis	Ungdom

Unge	Høyres	Landsforbund	 		 		

Poland

Stowarzyszenie	Mlodzi	Demokraci

Portugal

Juventude	Social	Democrata	 		 	

San	Marino

Giovani	Democratico	Cristiani	 		 		

Serbia

Omladina	Demokratske	Stranke	Srbije*

Slovakia

Krest	anskodemokratická	mládez	Slovenska

Nova	Generacia

Slovenia

Nova	generacija	Slovenske	ljudske	stranke

Mlada	Slovenija*

Socialdemokratska	Mladina*

	 		 		

Spain

Nuevas	Generaciones	del	Partido	Popular

Unió	de	Joves	Demòcrata	Cristiana	de	Catalunya

Sweden

Kristdemokratiska	Ungdomsförbundet

Moderata	Ungdomsförbundet	 		 		

Switzerland

Junge	Christlichdemokratische	Volkspartei	der	Schweiz

Ukraine

Chrystyans	ko-Democratychna	Molod	Ukrainy

All-Ukrainian	Youth	Public	Organization

/ YEPP Member Organisations 
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Kristendemokratisk	Ungdom	(KDU)
Christian-Democratic	Youth	of	Denmark
Allégade	24	B
2000	Frederiksberg
Denmark
Phone:	+45	33	27.78.00
Fax:	
E-mail:kdu@kdu.dk
http://www.kdu.dk/

Konservativ	Ungdom	(KU)
Young	Conservatives	of	Denmark
Amargertorv	33,	4th	
DK	-		1160	Copenhagen	K
Denmark
Tel:	+45	33234040
Fax:	+45	33314068
E-mail:	info@konservativungdom.dk
Homepage:	www.konservativungdom.dk

Noored	Konservatiived	(NK)
Youth	Organisation	of	Union	for	Republic
Wismari	11
10136	Tallinn
Estonia
Tel:	+372	669	1070
Fax:	+372	669	1071
E-mail:	konservatiivid@konservatiivid.ee
Homepage:	www.konservatiived.ee

Kristillisdemokraattiset	Nuoret	(KDN)
Christian-Democratic	Youth	of	Finland
Karjalankatu	2	C
00520	Helsinki
Finland
Phone:	+358	9	3488	2229
Fax:	+358	9	3488	2228
E-mail:	nuoret@kristillisdemokraatit.fi
http://	www.kdnuoret.net/

Kokoomuksen	Nuorten	Liitto	(KNL)
The	Youth	League	of	the	Coalition	Party
Pohjoinen	Rautatiekatu	21	B	5	krs
FIN	00100	Helsinki
Finland
Tel:	+358	207488482
Fax:	+358	96943702
E-mail:	international@kokoomusnuoret.fi
Homepage:	www.kokoomusnuoret.fi

Jeunes	Populaires	(JUMP)
Youth	Union	for	a	People’s	Movement
Rue	La	Boétie	55,	bureau	204
F	-	75008	Paris
France
Tel:	+33	140766192
Fax:	+33	140766190
E-mail:	jeunes@u-m-p.org
Homepage:	www.jeunespopulaires.com

Akhalgazrda	Memarjveneebi	(AME)
Young	Rights	of	Georgia
3	Bevreti	Str.	
0114	Tbilisi
Georgia
Tel:	+995	532	733858
Fax:	+995	532	733858
E-mail:	youngs@caucasus.net	
Homepage:	www.ycg.ge	

Saqartvelos	Akhalgazrdobis	Qristianul-Demokratiuli	
Asotziatzia	(SAQDA)
Georgian	Youth	Christian-Democratic	Association
26	V.	Dolidze,	apt#27
0171	Tbilisi
Georgia
Tel:	+995	32331109
Fax:	non
E-mail:	saqda@cdu.ge
Homepage:	www.cdu.ge

Junge	Union	Deutschlands	(JU)
Democratic	Union	of	Germany
Inselstrasse	1b
10179	Berlin
Germany
Tel:	+49	302787870
Fax:	+49	3027878720
E-mail:	ju@junge-union.de
Homepage:	www.junge-union.de

Organossis	Neon	Neas	Dimokratias	(ONNED)
Youth	Organisation	of	New	Democracy
2-4	Nikitara	str.
GR-10678	Athens
Greece-Hellas
Phone:	+30	10	3843443	or	+30	10	3817227
Fax:	+30	10	3842210
E-mail:	international_affairs@onned.gr	
http://www.onned.gr/

YEPP	Full	Members

Forumi	Rinor	i	Partise	Demokratike	te	Shqiperise	(FR-PD)
Youth	Forum	of	the	Democratic	Party	of	Albania
Rruga	“Punëtorët	e	Rinlindjes”	1
Tirana
Albania
Tel:	+355	6	82134429
Fax:	+355	4	223525
E-mail:	g_strazimiri@yahoo.com
Homepage:	www.partiademokratike.al
	
Junge	Volkspartei	Österreich	(JVP)
Youth	of	the	Austrian	People’s	Party
Lichtenfelsgasse	7
1010	Wien
Austria
Tel:	+43	140126610
Fax:	+43	140126619
E-mail:	junge@oevp.at
Homepage:	www.junge.oevp.at

Jong	Christen-Democratisch	&	Vlaams	(JONG-cd&v)
Young	Christian-Democratic	and	Flemish
Wetstraat	89
1040	Brussels
Belgium
Tel:	+32	2	2383890
Fax:	+32	2	2303301
E-mail:	info@jong-cdenv.be
Homepage:	www.jong-cdenv.be

Jeunes	du	Centre	Démocrate	Humaniste	(Jeunes	CDh)
Youth	of	the	Humanistic	Democrat	Center
Rue	des	Deux	Eglises	41
1000	Brussels
Belgium
Tel:	+32	2	2380148
Fax:	+32	2	2380129
E-mail:	info@jcdh.be
Homepage:	www.jcdh.be	

Party	of	Democratic	Action	Youth	Association	(YA	SDA)	
Mar_ala	Tita	9a/2,	71000	Sarajevo
Bosnia	&	Herzegovina
Tel/fax:	+387	(33)	44	40	95
www.sda.org
E-mail:	infoamsda@sda.ba

Mladezki	Sajuz	na	Demokraticeska	Partija	(MSDP)
Youth	Union	of	the	Democratic	Party
Hr.	Botev	bul.	61
1000	Sofia
Bulgaria
Tel:	+359	2	930	80	30
Fax:	+359	2	930	80	31
E-mail:	centrlbureau@demparty.org
Homepage:	www.demparty.org	

Mladezki	Sajuz	na	Demokraticnite	Sili	(MSDS)
Youth	Union	of	Democratic	Forces
134	Rakovski	Str.
1000	Sofia
Bulgaria
Tel:	+359	29306142
Fax:	+359	29306144
E-mail:	international@msds.bg
Homepage:	www.msds.bg

Mladez	Hrvatske	Demokratske	Zajednice	(MHDZ)
Youth	of	the	Croatian	Democratic	Union
Trg	Zrtava	fasizma	4
10000	Zagreb
Croatia
Tel:	+385	14553000
Fax:	+385	14556409
E-mail:	mhdz@mhdz.hr
Homepage:	www.international.mhdz.net

Youth	of	Democratic	Rally	(NE.DI.SY)
Youth	Organisation	of	Democratic	Rally
Pindarou	&	Skokou	Corner,	P.O.	Box	25305
CY	-	1308	Nicosia
Cyprus
Tel:	+357	22757999
Fax:	+357	22755455
E-mail:	nedisy@nedisy.org
Homepage:	www.nedisy.org

Mladí	K_es’_an_tí	Demokraté	(MKD)
Young	Christian	Democrats	of	Czech	Republic
Karlovo	namesti	5
120	00	Praha	2	
Czech	Republic
Tel:		+	42	777	283	961
Fax:
E-mail:	info@mladikd.cz
Homepage:	www.mladikd.cz

11
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Moviment	Zghazagh	Partit	Nazzjonalista	(MZPN)
Youth	Movement	of	the	Nationalist	Party
Dar	Centrali	P.N.
Triq	Herbert	Ganado
Pieta	HRM	08	
Malta
Phone:	+356	21	243641
Fax:	+356	21	243640
E-mail:	mail@mzpn.org	
http://www.mzpn.org/

Noua	Generatie	Partidul	Popular	Crestin	Democrat	(NG	
PPCD)
New	Generation	of	the	Christian-Democratic	People’s	
Party
Str.	Nicolae	lorga	5
2009	Chisinau
Moldova
Tel:	+373	2222	4891
Fax:	+373	2223	4480
E-mail:	ng@ppcd.md
Homepage:	www.nouageneratie.md

Christen	Democratisch	Jongeren	Appel	(CDJA)
Christian-Democratic	Youth	Appeal
Buitenom	18	-	P.O	Box	2515	XA
2512	XA	Den	Haag
The	Netherlands
Tel:	+31	703424850
Fax:	+31	704275589
E-mail:	secretariaat@cdja.nl
Homepage:	www.cdja.nl

Kristelig	Folkepartis	Ungdom	(KrFU)
Young	Christian	Democrats	of	Norway
Ovre	Slottsgate	18-20		Postbks	478,	sentrum
0105	Oslo
Norway
Tel:	+47	23	102888
Fax:	+47	23	102810
E-mail:	krfu@krf.no
Homepage:	www.krfu.no

Unge	Hoyre	Landsforbund	(UHL)
Young	Conservatives	of	Norway
P.O.	Box	1352,	Vika
N-0113	Oslo
Norway
Tel:	+47	22	829191
Fax:	+47	22	829092
E-mail:	info@ungehoyre.no
Homepage:	www.ungehoyre.no

Stowarzyszenie	“Mlodzi	Demokraci”	(MD)
“Young	Democrats”	Association	of	Poland
Ul.	Andersa	21
00-159	Warszawa
Poland
Phone:	+48	22	622.75.48/9
Fax:	+48	22	622.53.86
E-mail:	darek@dolczewiski.pl
Homepage	:	www.smd.org.pl

Juventude	Social	Democrata	(JSD)
Social	Democratic	Youth	of	Portugal
R.	Buenos	Aires	28/1
1200-625	PT-	Lisboa
Portugal
Tel:	+351	21	030	7100
Fax:	+351	21	030	7109
E-mail:	jsd@jsd.pt
Homepage:	www.jsd.pt

Giovani	Democratico	Cristiani	(GDC)
Christian	Democratic	Youth	of	San	Marino
Via	delle	Scalette	6
47890	San	Marino
San	Marino
Tel:	+378	991193
Fax:	+378	992694
E-mail:	pdcs@omniway.sm
Homepage:	www.pdcs.sm

Omladina	Demokratske	Stranke	Srbije	-	ODSS
Youth	of	Democratic	Party	of	Serbia	
Pariska	13
11000	Belgrade
Serbia	and	Montenegro
Phone:	+381	11	3204	720
Fax:					+381	11	3204	743
E-mail:	omladina@dss.org.yu	
Home-page:	www.dss.org.yu	

Krest-anskodemokraticka	Mladez	Slovenska	(KDMS)
Christian-Democratic	Mouvement	of	Slovakia
Mileti_ova	21
SK	-	821	08	Bratislava
Slovak	Republic
Tel:	+42	1252498108	/	86108
Fax:	+42	1252493301
E-mail:	kdms@kdms.sk
Homepage:	www.kdms.sk

Fidelitas	(Fidelitas)
Youth	Organisation	of	Fidesz
Szechenyi	Rakpart	19
1385	Budapest
Hungary
Tel:	+36	13276171
Fax:	+36	13276176
E-mail:	fidelitas@fidelitas.hu
Homepage:	www.fidelitas.hu

Ifjúsági	Demokrata	Fórum	(IDF)
Youth	of	the	Democratic	Forum
Munkacsy	M.	u.	23
1063	Budapest
Hungary
Tel:	+36	13530624
Fax:	+36	13530624
E-mail:	idf@idf.hu
Homepage:	www.idf.hu

Young	Fine	Gael	(YFG)
51	Upper	Mount	Street
2	Dublin
Ireland
Tel:	+353	6198444
Fax:	+353	6625046
E-mail:	yfg@finegael.com
Homepage:	www.yfg.ie

Forza	Italia	Giovani	(FIG)
Youth	of	Forza	Italia
Via	dell	Umilta	36
00187	Roma
Italia
Tel:	+39	066731393
Fax:	+39	066731236
E-mail:	info@forzaitaliagiovani.it
Homepage:	www.forzaitaliagiovani.it

Giovani	Unione	dei	Cristiani	Democratici	e	di	Centro	
(Giovani	UDC)
Youth	Union	of	Christian	Democrats	and	Centrists
Via	Due	Macelli,	66
00187	Roma
Italy
Phone:	+390	6	697910	
Fax:	+390	6	6791089
E-mail:	info@udc-italia.it
	

Giovani	Unione	Democratici	per	l’Europa	(Giovani	
U.D.euR.)
Youth	of	the	Democratic	Union	for	Europe
Largo	anerula	34
00186	Roma
Italia
Tel:	+39	066872593
Fax:	+39	0668892816
E-mail:	giovani@popolariudeur.org
Homepage:	www.popolariudeur.it/giovani/index.htm	

Junge	Generation	in	der	Sudtiroler	Volkspartei	-	JG	SVP
Young	Generation	of	the	South	Tirolian	People’s	Party
Via	Brennero	7	a
I	-	39100	Bolzano
Italy
Tel:	+39	0471	30	40	30
Fax:	+39	0471	30	40	49
E-Mail:	junge.generation@svpartei.org
Homepage:	www.junge-generation.info		

Tautas	Partijas	Jaunatnes	Organizacija	(YLPP)
Youth	of	the	Latvian’s	People	Party
Basteja	Bulv.	1/2
LV-	1050	Riga
Latvia
Tel:	+371	7508683
Fax:	+371	7508684
E-mail:	birojs@tpjo.lv
Homepage:	www.tpjo.lv

Jaunieji	krikscionys	demokratai	(JKD)
Young	Christian	Democrats	of	Lithuania
Taikos	g.	88-11
05216	Vilnius
Lithuania
Tel:	+370	672	52092
Fax:	+370	521	50949
E-mail:	jkd@jkd.lt	
Homepage:	www.jkd.lt

Chrëschtlech	Sozial	Jugend	(CSJ)
Christian-Social	Youth
4,	Rue	de	l’Eau
L-1449	Luxembourg
Luxemburg
Tel:	+352	2257311
Fax:	+352	472716
E-mail:	csj@csj.lu
Homepage:	www.csj.lu
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All-Ukrainian	Youth	Public	Organisation	“Young	Rukh”	
(Young	Rukh)
Obolonska	St.,	21	III	Floor
04071	Kyiv
Ukraine
Tel:	+380	44	2392426
Fax:	+380	44	2392426
E-mail:	info@mr.org.ua
Homepage:	www.mr.org.ua

YEPP	Permanent	Observers

Malady	Front	(Malady	Front)
Post	Office	Box	158
220136	Minsk
Belarus
Tel:	+375	29130	7247
Fax:	+375	17284	5012
E-mail:	mfrontbelarus@yahoo.com
Homepage:	www.mfront.net

Youth	Christian-Social	Union	“Young	Democrats”	
(YCSU)
Khoruzhey	22	-	1701
220123	Minsk
Belarus
Tel:	+375	17	283	18	99
Fax:	+375	17	289	50	09
E-mail:	belycsu@hotmail.com
Homepage:	www.ycsu.org

YEPP	Observers

Noor-Isamaa	(PPUY)
Pro	Patria	Union	Youth
Wismari	11
10136	Tallinn
Estonia
Tel:	+372	669	1070
Fax:	+372	669	1071
E-mail:	kelly.kipper@irl.ee
Homepage:	www.noorisamaa.ee	/	www.irl.ee	

UMS	of	VMRO-DPMNE
Youth	Forces	of	VRMO-DPMNE
Makedonija	br.	17	a
1000	Skopje	
Former	Yugoslavian	Republic	of	Macedonia	(FYROM)
Tel:	+389	71	246	444
Fax:	+389	23	10	44	11
E-mail:	ums_info@yahoo.com
Homepage:	www.vrmo-dpmne.org.mk		

Omladinska	Mreza	G17	Plus	(YN	G17	Plus)
Youth	Network	G17	Plus
Trg	Republike	5/VIII
11000	Beograd
Serbia
Tel:	+381	11	33	44	459
Fax:	+381	11	33	44	930
Om.srbije@beograd.g17plus.org.yu	

Nová	Generácia	(NG)
New	Generation	
Sancova	70
81105	Bratislava
Slovakia
Tel:	+42	1257	204	616
Fax:	+42	1257	204	615
E-mail:	info@ngoline.sk
Homepage:	www.ngonline.sk	

Mlada	Slovenija	-	MSi
Young	Slovenia
Cankarjeva	11
SI	-	1000	Ljubljana
SLOVENIA
Phone:+386	1	241	66	60
Fax:+386	1	241	66	61
E-mail:	msi@email.si	
Website:	www.mladaslovenija.org	

Nova	generacija	Slovenske	ljudske	stranke	(NG	SLS)
New	Generation	of	the	Slovenian	People’s	Party
Beethovnova	ulica	4
SI	-	1000	Ljubljana
Slovenia
phone:	+386	1	241	88	14
fax:	+386	1	241	88	35
e-mail:	nova.generacija@sls.si	
http://www.nova.generacija.org

Socialdemokratska	Mladina	-	SDM
Slovenian	Democratic	Youth
Trstenjakova	8,	1000	Ljubljana,	
SLOVENIA
Phone:	+386	1	430	26	85
Fax:	+386	1	430	26	85
E-mail:	kabinet@sdm.si	
Homepage:	http://www.sdm.si/

Nueves	Generaciones	del	Partido	Popular	(NN.GG.)
New	Generations	of	the	People’s	Party	of	Spain
c/Genova	13
28004	Madrid
Spain
Tel:	+34	9	15577300
Fax:	+34	9	13080276
E-mail:	nngg@pp.es
Homepage:	www.nngg.org	

Unió	de	Joves	Demòcrata	Cristiana	de	Catalunya	(UJDCC)
Union	of	Christian-Democratic	Youth	of	Catalonia
Carrer	Valencia	246	Principal	Primera
08007	Barcelona
Spain
Tel:	+34	932187172
Fax:	+34	932187172
E-mail:	info@uniodejoves.org
Homepage:	www.uniodejoves.org

Kristdemokratiska	Ungdomsförbundet	(KDU)
Swedish	Young	Christian	-Democrats
Box	2373
S-103	18	Stockholm
Sweden
Tel:	+46	87232530
Fax:	+46	87232535
E-mail:	info@kdu.se
Homepage:	www.kdu.se

Moderata	Ungdomsförbundet	(MUF)
Youth	Association	of	the	Moderate	Party
Stora	Nygatan	30	P.O.	Box	2080
S-103	12	Stockholm
Sweden
Tel:	+46	86768150
Fax:	+46	8203449
E-mail:	info@muf.se
Homepage:	www.muf.se

Junge	Christlichdemokratische	Volkspartei	der	
Schweiz	(JCVP)
Youth	of	the	Christian-Democratic	People’s	Party	of	
Switzerland
Klaraweg	6
Postfach	5835	
CH	-	3001	Bern	
Switzerland
Phone:	+4131	357	33	33	
Fax:	+4131	352	24	30
E-mail:	info@jcvp.ch
http://www.jcvp.ch/

Demokratichniy	Alyans	(DA)
Democratic	Alliance
Gorkogo	95
03150	Kyiv
Ukraine
Tel:	+380	44	525	3511
Fax:	+380	44	525	3511
E-mail:	int@cdyu.org
Homepage:	www.cdyu.org
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Goals	and	Objectives
The	Constantinos	Karamanlis	Institute	for	Democracy	(CKID)	was	founded	in	Athens	in	January	1998.	It	is	a	non-profit	
organisation	which	focuses	on	the	study	and	analysis	of	political,	economic	and	social	issues.	Its	objective	is	to	promote	
the	ideas	of	liberal	democracy,	private	enterprise,	good	governance	and	transparency.	It	is	administered	by	a	Board	of	
Directors	coming	from	the	academic,	business,	foreign	policy	and	military	communities.

Research	Activities
The	Institute	for	Democracy	conducts	systematic	policy-oriented	research	in	the	areas	of	Foreign	Policy	&	Defence,	
Education	&	Training,	Culture,	National	Economy	&	Development,	Infrastructure	&	Environment,	Ideology	&	Politics,	
Governance	&	Institutions.	

Political	Academy
The	Political	Academy	aims	to	serve	as	a	source	for	the	dissemination	of	the	valuable	knowledge,	information	and	tech-
nological	know-how	which	will	facilitate	the	Greek	society	and	political	community	in	their	successful	emergence	to	the	
new	framework	created	by	the	European	integration	and	globalization.	

International	Cooperation
The	International	Cooperation	Department	works	together	with	other	like	minded	European	and	International	Institutes	
and	Organizations	and	includes	five	geographical	focus	groups:	Western	Balkans,	Middle	East,	Africa,	Turkey	and	the	
Black	Sea.

Political	Analysis	and	Documentation
Its	objects	are	the	methodical	examination,	recording	and	analysis	of	political,	social,	economic	and	ideological	data	
through	surveys	and	research.	Its	aims	are	not	only	the	provision	of	political	support	and	administration	but	also	the	
promotion	of	its	liberal	political	and	ideological	positions.

10, Vas. Sofias Ave., 10674 Athens, Greece/ Tel: +30-210 7257495/ Fax: +30-210 7257510
www.idkaramanlis.gr / e-mail: info@idkaramanlis.gr

/  Constantinos Karamanlis Institute 
 for Democracy (CKID)
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