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Youth of the European People’s Party

YEPP Resolution:

Reaction to the situation in Tunisia

Recognizing that:

President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali has fled the country on 14 January 2010.
Power has been temporarily transferred first to Prime Minister Mohamed
Ghannouchi, then to Parliament’s Chair Fouad Mebazaa, both belonging to the
party of President Ben Ali.

President Ben Ali was in power since 7 November 1987 and was re-elected
with 89, 62 % of the votes at the latest presidential elections in 2009, which
leaves serious doubts on the regularity of the election process and the respect
of democratic principles with regard to elections in Tunisia.

Anticipated elections must take place within 45 to 60 days following Fouad
Mebazaa's appointment, according to the interpretation of article 57 of the
Tunisian Constitution by Tunisian constitutional authorities.

Although non-democratic, the outgoing regime has been considered as a wall
against development of Islamic terrorism sources in this region.

Youth holds a central role and is the driving force in those drastic political
changes in Tunisia.

Acknowledging that:

The existence of an Association Agreement signed in 1995 between the EU
and its Member States and Tunisia demonstrates the strong commercial and
political relationship that links Tunisia with the EU and its Member States.

It is in the direct interest of Mediterranean EU countries that the outcome of
the situation in Tunis goes in the direction of stability, democracy and full
recognition of all fundamental rights to Tunisian population in their own
country, namely in terms of illegal immigration flows.

An unstable and non-democratic Tunisian State is against the interest of other
EU countries as well and could be a threat for stability and social cohesion in
all EU.

A shift towards a stable democracy in Tunisia, resulting from the latest events
that took place in the country, could have considerable positive impact on



other African and Middle-East countries as it would encourage opposition
movements and ordinary people to challenge entrenched governments in
those areas.

A transition from a totalitarian regime to democracy in Tunis must be closely
monitored in order to avoid Islamic radicalism gaining power in the country
and transforming Tunisia into a terrorist base threatening the EU and other
democracies.

YEPP:

Calls on the High Representative of the EU and the Foreign Affairs Council to
make sure that free elections are held in Tunisia as soon as possible, and in
any case within the constitutional maximum limit of 60 days from the
appointment of the intermediary President.

Encourages the High Representative of the EU to organise the sending of an
EU observer delegation for the upcoming elections in order to help ensure the
freedom and independence of those elections.

Calls on the competent authorities of the EU and its Member states to closely
follow the actions of the new President and the new government after the
elections, and in particular their compliance with democratic principles and
fundamental rights. Those surveillance authorities should envisage adequate
measures to take in case of violation of the above-mentioned principles.

Calls on the EU to resume without unnecessary delay the negotiations on
Tunisia’s Advanced Status once the new representatives are elected by the
Tunesian people.

Adopted by the YEPP Council in Caserta on February 5, 2011.



