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RESOLUTION:  
 

Suspending the illegal expropriation and demolition procedures in Albania  

Adopted at the YEPP Council Meeting in Belgrade, on 02.12.2017 
 

 
 
Acknowledging that:  

 

�x During the Hoxha regime in Albania, most individual properties, without the exception of 
those belonging to minority groups, were taken by the state. As a consequence, after the 
fall of his regime an official procedure of re -�U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �H�D�F�K�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�¶�V�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�� �Z�D�V��
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G�����7�K�L�V���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W��
on Albania, the registering of private property has to be completed very soon, and is set 
�D�V���D���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q1. 

�x Despite the ongoing re-registration of private property procedure, the Albanian 
government of Edi Rama has proceeded to conducting a reconstruction plan in regard to  
certain regions, and especially Himara, which includes compulsory expropriation or 
purchase of individual and public property.  

�x As the danger of demolishing or expropriating unregistered private property - 
unfortunately, even a church was demolished, during this procedure - the Albanian court 
issued a decision for the temporary protection and suspension of any action of execution. 
However, the demolition work were continued, until the matter took greater publicity.  

�x The Albanian State has officially recognized the existence of ethnic and lingual minorities 
throughout its territory.  

�x The Albanian Ombudsman2 has repeatedly stated that Albania needs to comply with its 
obligations under EU law, in regard to minority and private property rights protection.  

�x The European Commission in its 2016 report has stated that even though progress in 
comparison with the situation during the communist regime has been made, the Albanian 
state needs to advance to completing the ownership rights procedure and better protect 
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W�V����including minority and property rights.  

�x �,�Q���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���V�H�W���E�\���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q���I�R�U���$�O�E�D�Q�L�D�¶�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R��
the European Union, the Albanian State voted on 14th October 2017 a law on the 
protection of minority rights. However it is not yet applicable leaving minorities in a fa r 
more vulnerable position in regards to the above mentioned situation.  

                                                           
1 https:// ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/ files/pdf/key_documents/2016/20161109_report_albania.pdf 
2 http:// www.avokatipopullit.gov.al/en 


